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Pastor’s Message  

We must all own that these last two years have been hard. Death and dis-
agreement, safety and its lack, separation has become something of a way of life 
for us. We have heard the jokes, we may have even made the jokes that what 
nearly two years apart didn’t sunder, our opinions, our politics, or our preferences 
surely will. With screens between us for so long, it is tough to stand close enough 

to touch, speak, and breathe on each other again, disagreeable even to feel the jostling against each other that 
once were normal, routine. But here we are—most of us still standing, all of us in some sense grieving losses. And 
Pashka is coming soon, the Feast of Feasts we missed two years ago almost entirely and last year had but with 
masks and caution and fear in the room for some.  

 I will not be the first to say it is over; this crisis which burned past borders and across continents must 
smolder on and very probably in ways we can’t yet know. But I will invite you back to faith and practice this 
Pascha, invite and ask that you mull something over and it is this: that though the darkness has seemed pervasive 
and inescapable, you—we—are inextinguishable. Our faith directs us to stand together. It reassures us that night 
has an end and that we have a job of carrying light together until that end. Death, disease, political purges, and 
degrading violence, our Christ rises through these. Separation, disagreement, rancor, and discord, He parts these 
as curtains, inviting us to follow. And darkness that seems permanent, He impales with flame. This month, we 
share this with our Jesus as best as we can, some from home, others here, but all united one prayer. 

Ejani merrni dritë prej dritës që s’perëndon, dhe lavdëroni Krishtin që u ngjall së vdekurish. 

Come receive the light that is never overtaken by the night. Come and glorify Christ, Who is risen from the dead.  

Illumine our hearts, O Master Who lovest mankind, 

with the pure light of Thy divine knowledge. Open the eyes of 
our mind to the understanding of Thy gospel teachings. Implant 
also in us the fear of Thy blessed commandments, that tram-
pling down all carnal desires, we may enter upon a spiritual 
manner of living, both thinking and doing such things as are 
well-pleasing unto Thee. For Thou art the illumination of our 
souls and bodies, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe 
glory, together with Thy Father, Who is from everlasting, and 
Thine all-holy, good, and life-creating Spirit, now and ever and 
unto ages of ages. Amen. 

Our Lenten Bible Study began on Monday, March 21. We gath-
er each Monday evening at 7:30pm to read together the pas-
sages from the Gospel for the following week, meditating and 
exploring their themes. Please send an email to Fr. Niko 
(fr.niko@stnicholasalbanian.org) if you would like to take part, 
and he will send you a Zoom link for these sessions.  
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LAZARUS SATURDAY  Commemorated on April 16.    
Reading and Icon courtesy of the OCA   

In a carefully detailed narrative the Gospel relates how Christ, six 
days before His own death, and with particular mindfulness of the 
people “standing by, that they may believe that thou didst send 
me”, went to His dead friend Lazarus at Bethany outside of Jerusa-
lem. He was aware of the approaching death of Lazarus but deliber-
ately delayed His coming, saying to His disciples at the news of His 
friend’s death: “For your sake I am glad that I was not there, so that 
you may believe”.  

When Jesus arrived at Bethany, Lazarus was already dead four days.  

The four-day burial underscores the horrible reality of death. Man, 

created by God in His own image and likeness, is a spiritual-material 

being, a unity of soul and body. Death is destruction; it is the separa-

tion of soul and body. The soul without the body is a ghost, as one 

Orthodox theologian puts it, and the body without the soul is a decay-

ing corpse.  

“I weep and I wail, when I think upon death, and behold our beauty, fashioned after the image of God, lying in the 
tomb dishonored, disfigured, bereft of form.” This is a hymn of Saint John of Damascus sung at the Church’s burial 
services. This “mystery” of death is the inevitable fate of man fallen from God and blinded by his own prideful pur-
suits.   
 
With epic simplicity, he Gospel records that, on coming to the scene of the horrible end of His friend, “Jesus wept”. 
At this moment Lazarus, the friend of Christ, stands for all men, and Bethany is the mystical center of the world. 
Jesus wept as He saw the “very good” creation and its king, man, “made through Him”  to be filled with joy, life and 
light, now a burial ground in which man is sealed up in a tomb outside the city, removed from the fullness of life 
for which he was created, and decomposing in darkness, despair and death. Again as the Gospel says, the people 
were hesitant to open the tomb, for “by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days”. 
 
When the stone was removed from the tomb, Jesus prayed to His Father and then cried with a loud voice: 
“Lazarus, come out.” The icon of the feast shows the particular moment when Lazarus appears at the entrance to 
the tomb. He is still wrapped in his grave clothes and his friends, who are holding their noses because of the stench 
of his decaying body, must unwrap him. In everything stress is laid on the audible, the visible and the tangible. 
Christ presents the world with this observable fact: on the eve of His own suffering and death He raises a man dead 
four days! The people were astonished. Many immediately believed on Jesus and a great crowd began to assemble 
around Him as the news of the raising of Lazarus spread. The regal entry into Jerusalem followed. 
 
Lazarus Saturday is a unique day: on a Saturday a Matins and Divine Liturgy bearing the basic marks of festal, resur-
rectional services, normally proper to Sundays, are celebrated. Even the baptismal hymn is sung at the Liturgy in-
stead of Holy God: “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ.” 
 
Very Rev. Paul Lazor 
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President ’s Message 

 Spring has sprung and our mental state from a dreary winter and the uncertainty of the Covid situation is be-

hind us! We are ready to move ahead in a more positive way and learn to live with Covid rather than let it run our 

lives. Of course if someone is compromised or on in years, we still have to take precautions with them.  Masks are now 

optional, and it seems attendance is finally increasing.  

 After several postponements, we finally returned to an in-person Icon Auction. It felt so good to get back to 

some normalcy and also a successful fundraising event. It was a little unusual this year as it was followed by a combi-

nation of events, which are described in detail in the Community News page. The church was almost full after 2 years 

of uncertainty, and we had a successful Icon Auction raising over $3,300.  

 As we all know, we are now in the Lenten season and are quickly approaching our Pascha celebration. This is a 

time for reflection and also a time to recommit ourselves to learning more about our religion and participating more in 

the services.  There is no lack of services as you can see from the various schedules of services, and thus we should 

make an attempt to attend at least one of them. We are all looking forward to our annual Pancake Breakfast on Palm 

Sunday, reconnecting with friends and making new ones. 

Sunday, March 13, we commemorated the tri-
umph of Orthodoxy. After years of conflict and 
persecution, icons were returned to our holy 
places—our Churches, monasteries, shrines, 
and homes.  We mark this day by a special pro-
cession. All are invited to come and take part.  

Parents, godparents, and grandparents 
brought our younger members to celebrate 
this day.  

Sunday of Orthodoxy: Children ’s Procession  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
April is here and our hopes for more togetherness are brighter than a year before. The church participation is 

growing with more members returning to services and children bringing laughter and joy as they attend Sunday 
school in-person. So many events are going on in April, with Easter on April 24th highlighting the blessed month! And 
as we gratefully celebrate this return of gladness, we share some of the events that have taken place and are forth-
coming in our community. 
         Iris and Andi Spiro welcomed baby boy Ayden Mateus Spiro, born on March 16th. Congratulations to the new 
family and best wishes to grandparents Irma and Ardian Mile, and aunt Anxhela Mile. 
        Ardjan and Rachel Quka’s baby girl Aria will be baptized soon and we are looking forward to rejoicing with the 
family. 
        We’re excited with the growth of our community. Our church welcomed new members that joined recently. We 
embrace the brotherhood and sisterhood of  Alketa and Genti Veshi, Gerda Treshova, Ilios Guma, Dafina Davidhi, 
Ediona and Logan Kreglow, Ilir and Ana Coka. 
          Bet and Izzy Tsamblakos opened their new law office. We are happy with their success and wish them every 
blessing in their professional path. 

We celebrate April birthdays and wish Elisabeth Brehl, Jonathan, Enea Topore, and anyone else in our com-
munity born in April: God Grant You Many Years!  

We miss the families that moved , but they still are part of us, we always hear from them. Our greetings to 
Vozhilla family who always send thank you notes to father Nathan. Greetings to Pauline Ligore, too. There are more 
families like that and we long for them like they long for the church. We love to hear from everyone far and wide, 
and we are here for you.        
        Lastly, on Sunday, March 27th we had three events; Icon Auction luncheon and two memorials. Big thanks to 
Mark Papalexis, Andrea Topore, Roland Llupa, Zhani Joanidhi, and Blendi Koroveshi for organizing and coordinating a 
busy Sunday. We are grateful for the Daughters, Jana Foundos, Ermenita Aleko, Ornela Joanidhi, and Adriana Topore 
that made the delicious lakror served in the wonderful luncheon. 

** 
 Memorial days are a tradition at our church as we come together to comfort each other and face the void 
and pain that comes with the loss of loved ones. A Year has passed since we lost longtime members of our church, 
Barbara Papalexis and Luka Gambeta. Memorial service was held for them on March 27th and parishioners offered 
their sympathy to families and loved ones. 
        Recently, we lost the son of our parish, John Vani, cousin of Marjeta Vakeflli. A funeral service was held and Mar-
jeta honored her  cousin by reading part of the service in Albanian. Thank you Marjeta. 
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Bridegroom Matins   (Monday the 18th and Tuesday the 19th 7pm) 

These services, which at St. Nicholas we do on Monday and Tuesday of Holy Week, offer a quiet hour of contempla-
tion. Before the icon of Christ the Bridegroom (Dhëndri), we pray for forgiveness and unity with God. This bride-
groom, however, is fitted with a crown of thorns to marry us, His people. His hands encircled with a rope of bond-
age, a ring to betroth us. His wedding garment one of mockery that will be torn from His body to be the gambled 
stake for a game of dice. Christ celebrates the banquet of His betrothal to His people with a feast of tears and vine-
gar, toasted with jeers and contemptuous laughter.  

Holy Unction   (Wednesday the 20th at 7pm) 

This sacrament of our faith is prescribed for any time of the year; we pray these prayers of anointing when any of 
our faith community suffer grave illness. Performed, when possible, with the ministrations of at least seven priests, 
this is a great and powerful witness of the care with which we are supposed to approach sickness and suffering. In 
Holy Week, confronted by the overwhelming frailty our souls and the profound sickness of the sins in which we 
dwell and persist, this anointing with holy oil gives us hope that we, too, can learn to see beyond our spiritual sick-
ness and look toward the wholeness of lives given over to Christ.  

Holy Thursday Liturgy  (Thursday the 21st at 10am) 

On this morning, we recall the Last Supper, that meal wherein Christ instituted the practice of Holy Communion but 
also and at the same time noted the betrayal and end that would come by the hand of one of his closes friends—
Judas Iscariot. During this Liturgy, we prepare and set aside the Holy Communion that is kept in reserve throughout 
the year so that the sick and dying, those unable to come from their homes or rise from their beds, all may receive 
the Holy Body and Blood of Christ offered from His table, from His Holy and Final Supper. 

The Passion Gospels  (Thursday the 21st at 7pm) 

With these twelve Gospel readings, we make pilgrimage through Christ’s final hours. From betrayal to judgment to 
death, we witness the tragedy of His end but see and seek still a bright preparation for what is yet to come. This 
simple service of hymns and readings ushers us into Good Friday and brings us near to the place where He will be 
laid down and from which He will arise. 

Tomb Prayers   (Friday the 22nd at noon) 

When the place has been prepared—decked with the flowers and ribbons that indicate our love—Christ is placed in 
the tomb. His body taken down from the Cross is wrapped in its shroud, and the epitafi comes to rest in the heart of 
the Church. There it lays, as a seed planted in the earth, something dead, something yet to come.  

 

Holy Week at St. Nicholas  

Lazarus Saturday    (Friday the 15th at 7pm and Saturday the 16th at 10am) 

A taste of joy in advance, we recall Jesus’ devotion to his friends today and His lived-
out promise to help them and us. In recalling Lazarus from the tomb, Christ extends 
His hand to one whom He loved, showing Himself the possessor of that mighty and 
unbreakable love for which He will die and rise.  

Palm Sunday     (Sunday the 17th) 

The children lead us. With palms of honor and victory, they show us how to greet 
that King of All who has made His way into our midst. Yet these are also the palms of 
martyrdom, indicating that the triumphal entry of our Lord is not an event of worldly 
victory alone, for the spiritual work of endurance and suffering and return is yet to 
come. We rest on this day between the austerities of the Great Fast and the joyful 
sorrows of Holy Week.  
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Holy Week at St. Nicholas  

Lamentations   (Friday the 22nd at 7pm) 

This is the funeral of the Lord. Chanting our grief, we pay our last respects, anoint His body with incense and sweet
-scented perfume—the aroma of our tears and content of our hopes. Carrying the bier around the Church three 
times, we encircle our temple, our home, marking it as the place where God Himself rests, tracing in outline the 
place whence He will spring from and return.  

Holy Saturday Liturgy (Saturday the 23rd at 10am) 

A preamble to that joy that is yet to come, this service indicates the turning point in the saga of passion week. We 
sense the deep rumbling of time and nature as the descended Christ encounters those depths hidden to us. The 
dead, hearing the voice of their Master, are freed; the spirit of evil flees as every dark place burns with the light of 
God. Tasting the presence of God in communion, we strew fragrant herbs throughout the Church to welcome and 
honor His ascent and re-entrance.  

Great and Holy Pascha, the Feast of Feasts (Saturday the 23rd at 11:30pm) 

Arriving into that darkness that is not oppressive but incipient, we behold the holy fire come to greet us, symbol of 
the unquenchable flame of faith. But this fire is only the start of our rejoicing. Christ returns, and all of creation is 
made new. Christ returns, and the past slips away cowering our fear. Christ returns, and we have cause to hope, to 
sing, to taste again the sweetness of His renewing presence. In His body and blood, in His story and image, He 
chooses to make His home with us. Do not reject this invitation, leaving before the feast has begun but stay with 
the holy fire burning on your candle and in your heart, stay to receive Holy Communion on this holiest day of all 
year and all of time.  

Paschal Vespers  (Sunday the 24th at noon) 

Warmed by Christ, we inaugurate a new life with Him. On this evening of the first day, the Resurrection commenc-
es a new way of being for all; raised with Christ, all is being perfected. With voices made joyful in the knowledge of 
the risen God, we proclaim the Gospel in as many tongues as we can, letting the news of this Pascha resound in our 
Church, in our lives, and in the whole world.  

April 15—St. Leonidas 
            Leonard Ndreu, Blendi Koroveshi 

April 16—St. Lazarus 
            Llazaraq Pano 
April 23—St. George 

            George Beno, Jorgo Celo, Jorgji Coka, Gjergj Klimi, Orges 
Llupa, 

            Gjergji Terova, George Vangjel, Gjergji Jano, Ermir Alla 
April 23—St. Alexandra 

            Alexandra Kehoe, Alyssa Aleko, Alexandra Ladd 
April 25—St. Mark 

            Mark Papalexis, Mark Chenoweth, Marc Ladd 

Is your name missing from this list? If so, please call the parish office  
(718-380-5684) and let us know. 

April Name Days  

Donate now to help those in crisis: 
those in need in Ukraine. Interna-

tional Orthodox Christian Charities 
is there, lending a helping hand. 

Make your donation here or go to: 
iocc.org  

Prayers and Support for the  

People of Ukraine  
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Dear Parishioners,  
 
 On behalf of Fr. Nikodhim and the Parish Council I want to extend our deep appreciation to all for the gener-
osity St. Nicholas received with the 2022 Stewardship Membership Pledges. Even though the attendance was affect-
ed by Covid-19, the participation showed that our Church is important to the community.  Also encouraging, is sever-
al new families and individuals have joined the parish membership. As a result, we had the best year ever, raising 
over $75,000. As we move forward in the days and years ahead this showing of support will enable us to provide the 
services the people need to grow in faith.  
 
Below is the listing of all 2022 pledging members.             
 
Thank you, 
Jim Liolin / Pledge Committee                                                                                                                          

Marion  Adams 
Ermenita & Arben Aleko 
Ana & Ermir Andrade/Alla 
Sarah & Mark Anderson/
Chenoweth 
Lenore Apostolu 
Juliana  Baltadori 
Dhimiter & Diana  Beno 
Thoma & Christine Beno 
Alfredo & Aida  Bode 
Richard & Jennifer Brehl 
Eklea & Gjergji Shuku 
Roland & Anila Celo 
Ilir & Ana Coka 
Dafina Davidhi 
Linda Deonas 
Hektor & Jonida  Dervishi 
Alice & Savvas Diacasavvas 
Laura & Greg DiTullio 
Redi & Anja Ekonomi 
Altin & Blerta Filipi 
Nicholas & Barbara Filis 
Lauren  Foundos 
Louis & Linda Foundos 
Philip & Johanna Foundos 
Steven Foundos 
Alfred & Elisabeta Fundo 
Christian & Ariona Fundo 
Ilir & Fjona Fundo 
Thomas Fundo 
Spiro & Mira Gjika 
Arben & Ira  Gjoka 
Kosta & Moza Grazhdani 
Dhimitraq &Marsela Guma 
Ilios Guma 
Britu Haile 
Gezim Halilaj 
Zanina Haxhiaj 

Joanne & Douglas Heiser 
John Jance 
Gjergji & Eriola  Jano 
Zhani & Ornela Joanidhi 
Panajo Joco 
Stephen& Diane Jones 
Vito & Madelene Interrante 
Anila & Vasken  Gjika 
Julieta & Gerti  Muho 
Penelope Kastaris 
Richard Kasuli 
Alexandra & Michael Kehoe 
Betty Kelapire 
Norman & Helen Kelapire 
Chris & Keti Kirka 
Fotaq & Lina  Kondili 
Blendi & Sheena Koroveshi 
Robert & Tina Korra 
Gerda & Arben Kreshova 
Alison & Marc Ladd 
Elizabeth Liolin 
James & Christina Liolin 
Roland & Adelina  Llupa 
Agathia Luka 
Mitro & Vitory Mertiri 
Themistokli& Neta Mertiri 
Frank & Evelyn Meta 
Ermira & Bujar Mezini 
Irma & Ardian Mile 
Tom & Connie Mone 
William  Nasi 
Albana & Leonard Ndreu 
Kimberly Oswald 
Jim & Donna Oswald 
Jani & Liri Panajoti 
Helen Panajoti 
Kristaq & Beatrika Panariti 
 Gregory  Papalexis 

Mark Papalexis 
Dhimitraq & Donika Papando 
Nasi & Thea Pavllo 
Vasil & Suzana Pecani 
Tina Peters 
Damian & Jenny Peters 
Romana Petro 
Christe & Jean Preftes 
Fr Nikodhim Preston 
Naum & Rina Prifti 
Dhiogjen & Dhimitrulla Prifti 
Panagiotis & Despina Psirakis 
Martha Pucca 
Pandi & Efigjeni Qeramixhi 
Ornela Rehova 
Stavraq & Kostanca Rehova 
Thoma & Iliana Rehova 
Edi & Oneda Sera 
Ediona  Sera 
Kozara Sheti 
Thoma & Odeta Skendi 
Eduart & Marsela Shkurti 
Tina Slane 
Anila Stefani 
Altin & Elda Stroka 
Andrea & Adriana Topore 
Petrika & Eli  Troja 
Isidoros & Beti Tsamblakos/
Beno 
Pieri & Marjeta Vakeflli 
Kristaq & Mimoza Vangjel 
Louis Vasile 
Kozeta & Patrick Vasili 
Alketa & Genti Veshi 
Alma Vesho 
Jennifer & Jacek Wollocko 
 Rosalie  Zacharias 
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Fri. 1—Akathist, 7pm 
Sat. 2—Vespers, 5pm 
Sun. 3—Liturgy, 10am: Climacus Sunday 
            —Parish General Meeting 
            —Pan-Orthodox Vespers 
Wed. 6—Presanctified Liturgy, 7pm 
Thur. 7—Canon of St. Andrew, 7pm 
Fri. 8—Akathist, 7pm 
Sat. 9—Vespers, 5pm 
Sun. 10—Liturgy, 10am: St. Mary of Egypt 
            —Pan-Orthodox Vespers 
Wed. 13—Presanctified Liturgy, 7pm 
Fri. 15—Compline, 7pm 
Sat. 16—Liturgy, 10am: Lazarus Saturday 
            —Vespers, 5pm 
Sun. 17—Liturgy, 10am: Palm Sunday 

            —Pancake Breakfast 
Mon. 18—Bridegroom Matins, 7pm 
Tue. 19—Bridegroom Matins, 7pm 
Wed. 20—Holy Unction, 7pm 
Thur. 21—Liturgy, 10am: Last Supper 
            —Passion Gospels, 7pm 
Fri. 22—Tomb Prayers, noon 
            —Lamentations, 7pm 
Sat. 23—Liturgy, 10am: Harrowing of Hades 
            —Great and Holy Pascha, 11:30pm 
Sun. 24—Paschal Vespers, noon 
Fri. 29—Liturgy, 10am: Lifegiving Spring 
Sat. 30—Vespers, 5pm 

CHURCH SCHEDULE for April 2022  

 

With great disappointment the decision was made to cancel 

our annual Valentine’s Day Dance due to the surge in COVID 

infections the tri-state area experienced at the start of 

2022.   

Year after year this event brought us together for food, mu-

sic, dancing and fellowship.  In an effort to not just have 

“another cancelation”, we tried something new.  Keeping 

the spirit of Valentine’s Day alive in the community we 

offered “sweetheart” baskets.   

We want to thank everyone for their donation and support 

of this alternative fundraiser for the church.  Your support is 

always appreciated in making this a success.  We hope you 

enjoyed the wine, chocolate and snacks with your sweet-

heart! 
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Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.  

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and  

saw their Ad in the Church ’s Monthly Newsletter!!!  

For new ads please contact Lou Foundos  

Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church  

 

SABITA J. BALL00, EA  
____________________ 

Income Tax Services  

 

117-10 Jamaica Avenue   Tel:  718-846-6525 

 

Richmond Hill, NY 11418    Fax: 718-846-0663 

 

sabitaballoo@aol.com 
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Regency Hotel - Korca 
Tel:  355.82.243867/8/9 

www.regencyalbania.com 

 hregencyko@hotmail.com   

This space is reserved f 
or advertisement.  

Please contact  
Lou Foundos  

for further information. 

We’re on the Web, Facebook and Instagram as St. 
Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church NY;  

stnicholas_alb_oca or visit us at: 

www.stnicholasalbanian.org 

St. Nicholas Church is fully open! Come and pray and 
have a cup of coffee with friends.  

If you’re not feeling well, though, stay at home. We’ll 
be here, ready for you when you’re healthy. 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

181-14 Midland Parkway 

Jamaica Estates. NY 11432 

Customer Name 

Street Address 

City, State, Zip Code 


