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Pastor’s Message
by Fr. Nikodhim
Necessity is a strange taskmaster. This last
week I received a notice as I checked my email that
my account was at risk of being closed or slowed. In
over a decade of pastoral service at St. Nicholas,
cleaning out my inbox has rarely risen to the level of
importance necessary for me to attend to it. I gather
that fourteen thousand notes and letters and their
attendant attachments is too many for Google to
permit…for free. Because I am thrifty but more
probably because I am stubborn and resent the mere
idea of giving money to this tech behemoth for more
space in which for them to watch me, I set myself
the unprecedented task of mass deletion with the
goal of axing hundreds or thousands of missives per
day. I am still at it. I’m making headway little by
little, sparking memories of these ten plus years past
as I sigh, hit delete, and watch what was probably
never really worth saving disappear. Because I
started back-to-front, beginning with what was oldest
under the assumption that those notes were least
likely still relevant, it has been like reading a strange
and scattered chronicle, one narrated awkwardly
with little plot but what I can recall. There are crises
passed and fights. There are blowups and disputes.
There are sacred and beautiful moments of births and
deaths and weddings described only in that spartan
language of detail: how many? where and when?
how much longer? There are acres of advertisements
too; no one is spared a deluge of spam in this digital
age. And there is correspondence from people both
here and gone, those whom I can visit only in prayer
or at Mt. Tomori and those I still see nearly daily,
those who have been called away from St. Nicholas,
those who chose to remain. It would have been a
formidable though poignant task to cull this body of
work—my work, our work—at any time; to do it
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now,
as
absence from
each
other
persists and as
the
narrow
thread of normal has been ruptured for nearly a full
year, is yet more so. Although it is less recognizable
in the architecture of our own Byzantine tradition,
the word nave, which describes the central body of
the church building wherein the people gather for
worship, comes from the same root as navy: building
as boat. In our own little temple of St. Nicholas, we
get to see this almost literally with its high peak and
eaves slanting inward. An ark, a vessel, a ship, this
Church. In my last decade, there have been some
storms—waves and currents and wind enough to
stray. In our last decade and the nearly seven that
preceded it, the same. Yet our boat holds, and our
boat holds us.
As I work my way through email, I am
remembering so many of you and of what it takes for
us to hold together. It is an agreement, one hampered
so harshly in this season of separation, an agreement
simply to share by name or place or faith or prayer
this one body, this one home. And I am reminded of
the panic and seasickness Christ’s disciples endured
as they crossed the sea weathering their own fears
while their master slept at the stern of their little
barque. They woke Him afraid. And He rebuked the
storm, “Peace! Be still!” before turning to them and
asking after their courage. They marveled after,
questioning each other, “Who is this that even the
wind and waves obey Him?” I marvel now, ten years
in while sitting in an office that is dense with the
current quiet of our Church. And we will marvel
later, when this current storm has passed and this
vessel that is our home is full again, made glad in the
jostling against each other once more.
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Theophany Services at St. Nicholas
On January 6, Holy Water for this new year was blessed. Accompanied by the prayers and the hymns of those
present, Fr. Niko plunged the Cross into the waters before sprinkling the entire Church and those within it.
Although house blessings will be postponed until later this year, bottles of this new Holy Water are available.

There’s still a month remaining in our parish naming contest. The
new Charity Fund at St. Nicholas needs a name, and a special prize
will go to the person who submits the best suggestion. As of now,
only one submission has come in. Help us inaugurate this new
ministry; get your best answer in today!
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President’s Message

As you know, we
by Lou Foundos
still have many
restrictions at St. Nicholas and frankly we all have
to abide by. However, I would encourage you to
come for Sunday services. Please call to reserve a
spot so we do not exceed the limits we are
permitted. If not, you can always live stream the
service at 10:00 AM on Sunday morning on our
Facebook page. Pascha is quite late this year, May
2nd. So, as we approach that date, Father will let us
know what form our services will take during Holy
Week.
Unfortunately, the roll out of the vaccines has gone
slower than we would all like. However, with
additional vaccines waiting approval soon,
hopefully the vaccines availability will drama-
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tically increase in February. There is only one
answer to stopping this pandemic and that is for all
of us to get vaccinated and resume our normal life.
Therefore, if you have any doubts, listen to the
scientists to doctors and increase your comfort
level. I for one have no hesitation and have been
vaccinated and will receive my second shot soon.
We will have another negative cash situation at
least for the first six months. Therefore, if you
have not paid your 2020 pledge please do so soon.
We have been fortunate to have received many
beautification pledges in 2020 that made our
finances manageable despite reduced income for
the year. Stay Safe!!

A special appeal to younger community members to Join Us!
Dear Friends of St. Nicholas,
This has been a trying and difficult year for all of us. With the arrival of the vaccines, there is light at the end
of the tunnel, and hopefully we will soon be able to meet and greet each other once again.
I would like to invite you to not only be friends, but to take the next step and become members of the St.
Nicholas Community. As we all know, St. Nicholas is not the typical “neighborhood” Church. We share our
Orthodox faith and with many, our Albanian heritage as well. Due to distances, we understand that
participating weekly can be very difficult. However, we welcome you whenever you are able to come even
monthly or on special feast days. We would like you to make St. Nicholas your spiritual home and enjoy the
fellowship when you can.
St. Nicholas was formed almost 80 years ago by a group of new Albanian immigrants in a strange land. They
realized that they needed a place to practice their faith, get married, and baptize their children that would soon
follow and to meet and socialize also. Interestingly enough, these same needs exist today, especially with a
new wave of immigrants to America in the last several decades. We tend to work too much in America and
make that and our family our focal points. This country has a way of swallowing you up, and even more so,
your children. Faith is very strong in America, and we all have the privilege of practicing our faith without
fear of any reprisals. Therefore, we would like to encourage you to reconnect with your faith and celebrate
your Albanian heritage and share it with you children.
If you choose, you can make your Stewardship Pledge online. Click this link, complete, and submit your
form, or visit stnicholasalbanian.org where you’ll find the same option at the top of our homepage.
We would be happy to discuss this further in person. However due to present circumstances, we will have to
postpone the in-person visits for the near future; but we would be happy to talk further on the phone or arrange
a zoom meeting.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Nikodhim
Louis Foundos
The Pledge Committee:
President
Jim Liolin
Petrika Troja
Roland Llupa
Damian Peters
Adriana Topore

The Orthodox Post

Page 4

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
Fr. Luke A Veronis
Close your eyes and keep them closed. Imagine what it would be like to live in complete darkness. Imagine
trying to walk around. Imagine being blind from birth, and never having seen what the world looks like. Never
to have seen colors or faces of people you loved. Living in darkness is hard to fathom! And yet, so many
people live in darkness, in a deep spiritual darkness.
Now open your eyes and take in the sights all around. Look at the person sitting next to you and see the beauty
of their face! In today’s Gospel lesson, we hear the Evangelist Matthew say, “Those who sat in darkness have
seen a great light, and those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.” St. Matthew takes
up a common theme we read about throughout Holy Scriptures.
The Psalmist said, “You have delivered my soul from death and my feet from falling, that I may walk before
God in the LIGHT OF LIFE.” Psalm 56:13
Our Lord Jesus stated, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have
the light of life.” (Jn 8:12) and “Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Mt 5:14-16
The Apostle Paul reminded us that “God is light and in him is no darkness” (1 John 1:5) and admonished us
to “Shine as lights in the world in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation (Phil 2:14-15) and to “Walk
as children of light” (Eph 5:5-16)
This theme of light comes up again and again. Maybe that’s because too often in the world around us,
darkness prevails – whether the darkness of hatred, anger, and violence\; cheating, corruption and greed;
impurity, lust and immorality; pride, self-centeredness, and self-love. We live in an age of unbelievable
technological, medical, and scientific advances, yet in a world where the same centuries-old vices of darkness
plague us.
In the midst of this world’s darkness, Christ appears and proclaims loudly “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk-in darkness but will have the light of life.” What a beautiful promise to
carry with us throughout this New Year. If we choose to follow Jesus, we no longer need to walk in darkness,
but can have the light of life!
Christ offers a radically different perspective than the world’s - one full of light, full of love, full of joy, full of
promise, full of hope, full of meaning.
Of course, dark influences may always tempt us. We will face challenges, struggles, sorrow, disappointments,
and difficulties. Yet when we walk intimately with Jesus Christ at our side, we won’t be blinded by the dark
evil all around us. When we walk with our Lord daily, then nothing, can take away His divine light of love,
joy, hope, promise and meaning!
This good news of LIGHT is a central part of the feasts which we celebrated these past two weeks. At
Christmas we rejoiced at the light God brought into the world by becoming human. Twelve days after
Christmas we celebrated the feast of Epiphany, when we focus not only on Christ’s baptism, but on how Jesus
revealed the true and full light of God into the world. After being born in a miraculous manner in Bethlehem
and living a humble life as the son of a carpenter for 30 years in Nazareth, now comes the moment when Jesus
of Nazareth reveals his true identity, and the true identity of God Himself. Christ begins to proclaim the “good
news of great joy” which the angels told the shepherds about on the night of Christmas. (continue to the next
page)
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And “the people who sit in darkness saw a great light. On those dwelling in a land overshadowed by death,
light has arisen!”
Amid this darkened world, Christ came and shined forth His light of eternal and divine love. Jesus says, “I am
the light of the world that has come to overpower darkness. And I begin, not by
casting out the darkness in society, but by casting out the darkness deep within every person. I begin by
shining my light within you, my followers, to enlighten every part of your mind, your heart and your soul! I
will fill you with my presence, and once you have my light shining brightly within you, than you will never be
afraid of any darkness the world may bring.”
With the light of Christ, we can better understand his promise, “In the world you will have trouble, but take
courage, I have conquered the world!” Or as the Psalmist so aptly believed, “The Lord is my light and my
salvation, whom do I fear. The Lord is my life and my refuge, of whom am I afraid.” (Ps 27:1)
Jesus is the light of life who enlightens our lives! He came as the light which breaks the darkness of death.
Death, the frightening darkness of humanity, is destroyed by Christ. As St. Paul says, “O death, where is your
sting? O Hell, where is your victory?” Through Christ, the darkness of death is turned into a peaceful doorway
into heaven.
Christ came as the light of divine knowledge which
shine in the midst dark ignorance. He is the light of knowledge, revealing to us the truth about God and the
truth about life. Christ has revealed to us that we are God’s children, created for eternity. We have a purpose
on earth – to receive God’s love in our lives, and then to be His instruments sharing His love with other
people.
Third, Jesus Christ came to shine His love in the midst of the dark hatred that surrounds our lives. Jesus
revealed that love is greater than hate, and good is greater than evil. As a light within each one of us, he
teaches us to allow His light of love to chase away the shadows of hatred, bitterness, and injury that dwell
deep within us. No matter how dark any darkness is, His light is always greater!
Finally, Christ came to shine His light as a guiding beacon to direct our lives. He shows us the way to live in
harmony with others, in service to others, in peace with others, in love with others. Our Lord’s light can be
seen through His example and teachings.
May we all learn to walk in His light and with His light and allow Christ to open our eyes and experience life
through His divine light.

Fr. Luke Veronis is special to the Albanian- American community. He lived in Albania for 10 years and was
one of the volunteers that assisted Archbishop Anastasios in building the new Church of Albania. He presently
is the Pastor of St. Constantine & Helen Greek Orthodox Church in Webster, MA. Every year he returns to
Albania for 2 weeks with some young volunteers to assist with the summer youth program. He is a gifted
individual and we have decided to periodically provide some of his sermons.
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FEBRUARY SAINTS AND NAME DAYS

2 — Meeting of the Lord
5 — St. Agatha
Agathia Luka
10 — St. Lambro
11 — St. Vlash
12 — St. Kristo Kopshtari
If you don’t see your name please contact Fr. Nikodhim.
Nëse nuk sheh emrin tënd, të lutem lajmëro priftin.

Snapshots from January
On January 1 we honor St. Basil, and on this day there are many family
customs. Often a loaf of special sweet bread is baked or a tray of rich
lakror/burek. Inside the loaf or the pita, a coin will be hidden, and the
individual fortunate enough to receive the slice with the coin inside is
ensured of a year of good fortune. This Vasilopita can be brought to the
Church on the morning of this feast day to be blessed. Thank you to Jen,
who sent everyone away happy and content with a big slice of homemade
bread, and congratulations to Nicholas who gets this year’s good fortune.
It was wonderful to welcome the Peters family back from California,
where they have been staying lately. Gabby and Nyla were happy to lend
a hand at Liturgy, parading
our beautiful children’s
banners during the great
procession.
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How has everything that is going on affected our community?
Zhani Joanidhi
I could express my own opinion and can go on forever…
But I decided to take the opinion of some members of our community by asking them few simple questions.
➢
➢
➢
➢

What has changed in your personal professional and family life during this time?
What about your spiritual life?
Your thoughts for the continuity of 2021.
Any special wishes you may have…

Llazar Pano, Garfield NJ:
Not too much has changed in our professional lives. I am working more than before, and my wife has been
alternating between working on-site and at home using Zoom.
Because of the Covid, more people are continuously inside (including my children): that is followed with
more debates about different topics. We are eating more inside than before, and we pray more. We want to be
able to go freely to church, to meet all our friends, to get the vaccine and no harm to our family, friends, and
all our community.
Thanas Skendi, Staten Island, NY
The life goes on even in these extraordinary conditions. We haven’t been affected professionally from Corona,
but it is very sad to see a building having only 150 people reporting to work out of three to four thousand in a
normal day. We miss the church and the friendship. I hope that New York will come back but I see it very
difficult with the worst leadership that NYC has had as well as with people moving away from the city.
Hopefully, the vaccine will help.
Altin Stroka, Levittown, NY
The decrease in the demand for my job is drastic, about fifty to sixty percent. There are too many closed
businesses and people are afraid to invest. In every bad, there is good: now our family connections are
stronger than ever, and we’ve been able to participate in activities of our children. Sometimes we follow
Sunday’s Mass online, and few times we’ve been to Church.
Unfortunately, I see the year 2021 as the continuity of 2020, because, in my opinion, not too much is going to
improve fast, and the current change in the lifestyle will continue for a while. I wish everybody health overall,
harmony and peace.
Marcela Shkurti, Bronx, NY
We stayed without work for about six months, but that enabled us to have more family time. We couldn’t
spend time with our friends and family, but we started to know the neighbors and our neighborhood. For a
short amount of time, we watched as many movies as we’d watched in the previous years together.
We really miss our birthday parties, name days, the Church and our activities, and as these weren’t enough,
add to them really stressful politics. I hope the vaccine will lead us toward a partial normal first, and then a
full normal so we can go back to vacations and enjoy our lives. I wish all my family, friends, and community
health and no harms.
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church
Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and
saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!!
For new ads please contact Lou Foundos

SABITA J. BALL00, EA
____________________
Income Tax Services

117-10 Jamaica Avenue

Tel: 718-846-6525

Richmond Hill, NY 11418

Fax: 718-846-0663

sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca
Tel:
355.82.243867/8/9
www.regencyalbania.com
hregencyko@hotmail.com

This space is reserved for advertisement. Please
contact Lou Foundos for further information.
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CHURCH SCHEDULE FOR FEBRUARY
Mon. 1-- Great Vespers, 7pm: Meeting of the Lord
Tue. 2 -- Liturgy, 10am: Meeting of the Lord
Sat.

6 -- Vespers, 5pm

Sun. 7 -- Liturgy, 10am
Sat. 13 -- Vespers, 5pm
Sun. 14 -- Liturgy, 10am
Sat. 20 -- Vespers, 5pm
Sun. 21 -- Liturgy, 10am: Sunday of the Publican and
Pharisee
Sat. 27 -- Vespers, 5pm
Sun. 28 -- Liturgy, 10am: Sunday of the Prodigal Son

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway
Jamaica Estates, New York 11432
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Street Address
City, State Zip Code

