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I am putting aside my 

regular monthly task of 

writing another reflection or meditation, something that 

hopes to inspire or intrigue. Rather, right now here in your 

hand is something different. It was in Greece on my way 

to Albania, having left the quiet of the Holy Mountain and 

preparing to make my way to Korce the following day, 

that I learned of the untimely passing of Bill Peters. My 

phone, without service for most of the previous week, 

began to ping and chime after I checked into the hotel in 

Thessaloniki, texts and calls and e-mails arriving at last as 

the wifi grew stronger. At first I thought 

they were typos or messages garbled in the 

length of their transmission from continent 

to continent, but then I stood in a hotel room 

stunned and understanding.  

Bill Peters was a fixture of St. Nicholas 

Albanian Orthodox Church. I think many of us trusted we 

would see him, expected that his voice and smiling face 

would greet us as routinely as the walls and pews that host 

our prayers and as the coffee we taste downstairs 

afterward. Bill was the first parish council president I had 

as a young priest. He showed me the ropes: first funerals, 

first baptisms, first meetings of every kind. Through the 

years, he demonstrated what persistence is, always 

working for the Church and offering his best, always 

demonstrating a high standard and expecting that others 

would follow. 

 

 

He was a 

bulldog, and 

those who 

worked with im 

relied 

on this, that he would pick up a project and see it through 

to the end even if it meant fighting with an international 

corporation that refused to fix the elevator just so or a city 

department that had misfiled our parish permits yet again 

or the insurance company or the cemetery and the list 

goes on. He believed in a long and prosperous future for 

St. Nicholas Church, but his belief was ever translated 

into action and effort. 

Over the years as I have travelled throughout this 

country on various errands for our parish and for the 

diocese and national church, everyone I’ve met who has 

passed through the doors of our parish remembers Bill. 

They recall him at coffee hour, where he never let a 

stranger sit alone. They remember him within the diocese 

and the OCA much as I do, as an unflinching speaker 

fearless to commit to do what needed done. They know 

him as one of the faces of this community, and as I have 

had to share the sad news of his passing, they grieve too. 

With gratitude and that kinship of shared purpose, 

shared life, we entrust Bill to the God Whom he served so 

long and so faithfully, and we pray that his memory be 

eternal! 
 

 

 

December was a very busy 

month. We had several 

memorials and some coincided with some of the special 

events.  We held our annual St. Nicholas Luncheon on 

December 8th where we had a larger than usual attendance 

due to one of the memorials.  Bill Peters 40-day memorial 

service coincided with our annual Christmas Pageant and 

Pancake Breakfast.  Bill, I am sure, was looking down and 

was very pleased to see that the church was almost full for 

at 9:30 AM for the memorial service, so the rest of the day 

could go on as originally scheduled. The attendance at the 

service was a testament to how much Bill contributed to 

the church and how much he is missed!   

Needless to say, the Pageant was a real success 

and all the children performed magnificently. The 

Pancake Breakfast was a roaring success, and we had over 

100 adults in addition to all the children attending. 

If you have not turned in your 2020 pledge card, 

please do so as soon as possible. This is necessary to help 

us with the budgeting for 2020.  

Also a reminder to bring your Icons back ASAP. 

The Icon Presentation will be held on January 12th.  The 

more icons we receive in advance, the smoother the day 

will go. This is a major fund raiser for St. Nicholas, so 

please put it on your calendar and make this a real 

success! 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church, 181-14 Midland Parkway, Jamaica Estates, New York, NY  11432 
  Web site: www.stnicholasalbanian.org      E-mail: fr.niko@stnicholasalbanian.org      Tel: (718) 380-5684 

 THE ORTHODOX 

POST 

President’s Message 
  by Lou Foundos 

               January  2020 
 
                Volume XVI, Issue 1 

2009 
Volume V,  I ssue 6 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE 
Pastor’s & President’s Messages                        1 

Coffee List, Daughter’s Corner, Icon Sunday     2  

  A Journey with Women Saints                          3-4 

  January Saints & Name Days                5 

  Merchant Ads                              6-7  

  Major Events & Ushers’ Sunday Schedule         8 

 

Pastor’s Message 
  by Fr. Nikodhim 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 2 

 

     The Orthodox Post 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Icon Sunday: January 12 
 

The icon “auction” at St. Nicholas Church is part of a uniquely Albanian annual custom. Under Ottoman 

oppression, the faithful of southern Albania had often to ransom their holy items 

and places from the ruling powers, paying taxes and fines to reclaim what they 

loved. Over time and as the government changed, these payments became part 

of beloved local tradition around the feast of the Lord’s Baptism. Where once 

these tolls were paid simply to keep the Church open and properly outfitted, 

now the auction was an opportunity to express pride—particularly by claiming 

or outbidding competitors of one’s patron or family saints. So the Church 

reformatted its former means of subjugation and this day became one of 

communal joy in support of the Church. Please enjoy…and maybe see if you 

can outbid your neighbor!  
 

 

Dear Ladies, 

Below is the schedule for coffee for the next 2 

months.  If your name is listed, please be sure to put it on 

your calendar. If you need to change the date, please advise 

Christina Liolin or Adriana Topore. 

It is very important to remember that on the day you are 

scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. 

so that preparations can be made.   
 

What to bring: 

• Cake for 40-50 people 

• Cookies for the children 

• 1 gallon of milk 

      Christina Liolin 

       January 5   Open 

        12    Silvana Kutali/Tina Korra 

        19   Britu Haile 

       26   Adelina Llupa 

     February 2   Open 

            9   Koroveshi/Soares 

        16    Open 

        23    Irma Mile/Xhuljana Baltadori 

         March  1  Agathia Luka/Antoneta Mertiri 

  

    

           

 

 
  Our annual Sunday School Christmas pageant 

was another “Broadway production.” I’m not certain 

who gets more excited……the children or the parents! 

The Sunday School staff did a remarkable job rehearsing 

with the great group of children and updating the 

costumes and the production. A special thank you to 

Alexandra Kehoe who arranged for the upgraded 

presentation, the photo activity & special time with 

Santa. Her efforts along with several others are greatly 

appreciated. It’s such a joyful occasion.  

Our annual Pancake Breakfast which followed 

the pageant was also well received. Christina Liolin, 

assisted by Cleo Filis, served up some delicious, fluffy 

pancakes. We are very grateful for the help from so 

many others as well who helped this event go so 

smoothly.  

The Church calendar year is already underway, 

but our 2020 calendar year is just beginning. It is an 

opportunity to begin anew with self-improvements, 

making positive changes in our lives, in relationships, in 

our thinking, our attitudes and countless other ways.  

And once again, we send a “shout out” to all 

those that are not able to physically join us in worship at 

St. Nicholas. You are not forgotten, and you are missed! 

We wish you all the best in 2020! 

     Christ is born! Glorify Him! 

 

 
Daughters’ Corner  
   by Linda Foundos 
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A JOURNEY WITH WOMEN SAINTS… WHO ARE THEY 
Prepared by Ermira Mitre 

 

“Women saints have spread the BIBLE and advanced the CHURCH from the beginning of Christianity. Female 

Saints have had the zeal to plant the seed of FAITH to tens of thousands of people who converted to Christianity 

throughout history.” 

 

 

The Life of St. Irene Chrysovalantou 
(continued from the previous article) 

 

St. Basil the Great 

Our venerable mother prayed in her cell daily for this sister and on the third day, she saw St. Basil the 
Great in front of her and he said to her, "Why do you deride us, Irene? We have left our homeland and all the vile 

and impious acts take place there now. When the sun rises take your sick disciple and bring her to Vlachernae and 

there the mother of our Master Christ who is powerful will make her well." Having said this, St. Basil disappeared. 

St. Irene took the sick sister along with two other nuns and arriving at the Church of Vlachernae, they prayed the 

entire day with tears in their eyes. At about midnight, St. Irene fell asleep and in her sleep she saw many people 

dressed in brilliant golden clothes and preparing the roads with the most fragrant flowers and incense. Our 

venerable mother then asked why so much preparation was taking place. They answered that the Mother of God 

was coming and warned her to prepare herself that she might be accounted worthy to venerate God's mother. Then 

the Mother of the Life arrived followed by a vast crowd. So much did the face of the Virgin radiate that it was not 

possible for a mere mortal to gaze upon her. Our Lady, having looked at all the ill assembled in the church, looked 

at the disciple of St. Irene. Our venerable mother Irene fell at the spotless feet of the Mother of God, full of fear and 

trembling. The Mother of God then called on St. Basil the Great and asked him what Irene needed. St. Basil 

explained to the Theotokos exactly what St. Irene's need was. Hearing this the Theotokos said, "Call here, 

Anastasia!" When St. Anastasia had arrived, the Mother of God said to her, "Go with Basil to Caesarea, and study 

carefully the situation in order to cure this girl, for to you my Son and God has granted this grace." 

 

Venerating the Theotokos, St. Anastasia and St. Basil left in all haste in order to perform the ordained task. 

Our venerable mother Irene then heard a voice saying, "Go to your convent and she will be made well." On 

awakening, Irene explained to the sisters what she had seen and they went on their way rejoicing greatly. When 

they arrived at the convent it was Friday at the time of Vespers and all the nuns were gathered at the church. St. 

Irene explained her vision and then ordered them all to raise their hands and eyes towards heaven and with all their 

hearts and burning tears to cry out, "Lord have mercy!" After a long time, when the entire floor of the church had 

become wet from the tears of the sisters, St. Basil and the Great-martyr Anastasia appeared floating in the air and 

the sisters heard them say, "Irene open your arms and receive this, and don't grieve us needlessly again." (St. Irene 

had been praying before the icon of St. Basil and begged him to free Caesarea from magicians). Stretching out her 

hands, St. Irene received from the midst of the air a package weighing about three liters and containing a host of 

charms including strings, hair, and lead, bound together with the names of demons written upon them. It also 

contained two small idols made of lead, one in the shape of the ex-fiancé and the other in the shape of the sick nun, 

stuck together as if they were committing a sin. The nuns were amazed and remained praying the entire night. They 

thanked the Theotokos. In the morning, St. Irene sent the sick nun, along with two other nuns to Vlachernae. 

Taking with them the charms, oil and prosphora, they attended the Divine Liturgy. After the Liturgy, the priest 

anointed the sick nun with oil from the vigil lamp and later put the magical charms on live coals. As the charms 

burned, the nun became well and regained her senses. When the spell of the charms was totally broken, a crying 

sound came forth from the coals that resembled the squealing of pigs at their slaughter. The nuns returned to the 

monastery glorifying God that He does such strange and magnificent things and on entering the monastery they 

told all what had happened. 
 

The humble Irene, seeing that she was revered for her holy acts, all the more condemned herself and tears 

were always to be found in her eyes. She would especially cry during the Holy Liturgy when the priest would 

sacrifice God on the holy altar. She would ponder how the invisible and immortal God accepted to become man 

http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/76134.htm
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/76134.htm
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and to be crucified for our love and to prepare for us those divine mysteries that we might receive them as food and 

drink. Being overcome with compunction, she was not able to hold back her grief and she would bow down her 

head so that no one would see her crying, feeling that she was a thief and evil-doer and committed great misdeeds. 
 

Let us relate to you another of her miracles during her lifetime: A young man by the name of Nicholas used 

to take care of the vineyard of the convent of our venerable mother. Nicholas fell in love with one of the nuns of 

the convent and could find no peace day or night for desire of this nun. The devil led Nicholas to this passion in 

order to punish St. Irene. So much did the evil one darken the mind of this young man that one night as he made his 

way towards the convent he fantasized that he found the gate of the cloister open, went into the cell of this nun, fell 

down with her on her mattress and did that which he desired. He then actually fell down on the ground and began 

to grind his body up against the earth. Not only did he cut and bruise his body but he also gave the demon a chance 

to disturb him. 
 

In the morning, the doorkeeper opened the gate of the monastery and noticed him outside possessed, 

foaming at the mouth and writhing. She went and told our venerable mother what she had seen and asked her if she 

knew the reason that Nicholas was now possessed. Falling down in prayer, St. Irene said, "Blessed are you O Lord, 

that you did not allow us to become neither the prey nor the victims of the demons." She then sent the young man 

to the Church of St. Anastasia to be healed. A few days later Irene saw a vision of St. Anastasia and heard the 

Great-martyr say to her, "To free yourself from this possessed man you sent him to me? Only you, my sister, can 

make him well." So, St. Irene ordered that the young man be brought to her. So that no one might learn of her 

miraculous power St. Irene did not cure the man immediately but rather they tied him to a column of the church. 

The saint, along with the other sisters, prayed daily for him. When the priest was serving the Divine Liturgy and 

had put down the holy gifts on the holy table after the Great Entrance the possessed man broke the chain that was 

binding him and ran into the altar. He grabbed the priest and began to bite his shoulder as if he was actually trying 

to eat his flesh. Immediately our saint of God rushed to the possessed man and ordered him to remain still. Seeing 

the saint, Nicholas wanted to run away, but he was not able to move at all being held tighter by the command of the 

saint than by any chain. When the Liturgy had finished, our venerable mother remained alone in the church with 

the possessed young man. She prayed to the Lord and then addressed the demon. She ordered the demon to tell her 

the reason and the manner with which he had entered this man. The demon, forced by divine power, answered all 

of our saint's questions honestly. She then commanded the demon to come out of the man. Shaking the man and 

throwing him down to the ground the demon came forth. St. Irene raised the man up and advised him as to how to 

always be careful in avoiding overeating and intoxication, never to be absent from church on any feast day and to 

pray without ceasing so that the demon might never again get a chance to bother him. When people would ask him, 

"Who cured you?" he would respond, "The Lord through the prayers of His angels." Nicholas went forth praising 

and giving thanks to God. 
 

Our saint remained as before, occupied with her ascetical struggles and often spent the entire day and night 

in prayer for one, two, and even three weeks at a time. So long and in such ecstatic prayer would she have her 

hands upraised that she later would be incapable of lowering them. At such times she would call one of the sisters 

to help her lower her hands and from far away one could hear her shoulders cracking. She would not eat bread from 

the beginning of Great Lent until Pascha. She would eat only fruit and vegetables only once a week with a little 

water. On major feasts she would hold vigil and not sleep an all. She would spend those nights praying and 

chanting and many times she would stand out in the convent's yard praying with much compunction. When she 

would look at the stars and the vastness and the beauty of the universe, she would glorify the Creator Who wisely 

made all things. 
 

One night a sister of the nunnery noticed St. Irene praying in the outer yard of the convent. Our venerable 

mother's feet were not touching the ground but rather she was standing in the air about two yards above the ground! 

Near her there were two extremely tall cypress trees. So long as our glorious saint was praying the two cypress 

trees bowed down to the ground and waiting for our venerable mother to finish her prayer. When finished with her 

prayer St. Irene touched the treetops and blessed them with the sign of the cross as they returned to their original 

position! The nun saw this amazing site and became frightened. She watched this strange event for three hours. She 

went so far as to check the cell of her abbess in order to make sure that she was not dreaming. It was not a dream. 
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Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ Commemorated on January 6 
 

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the 

world through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-

22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was baptized 

by Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in 

the form of a dove.  

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and 

it inspires us with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination and 

purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our salvation and 

cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy 

Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of 

holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless garb, for “As many as have been 

baptized into Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). (www.oca.org) 
 
1 - St. Basil 

Keni Gjika, Bill Nasi, Vasil Baltadori, Vasilika Dajko, Vasian Gjoka, Visjanos Papalilo, Vasil Pecani, 

Betty Kelapire 

 
3 - St. Genevieve  
            Jenny Peters, Jennifer Slane 

 
6 - Theophany of the Lord 
            Fotaq Kondili 

 
7 - St. John the Baptist 

John Jance, Johnny Tsamblakos, Zhani Joanidhi, Joanne Heiser, Jonida Dervishi, Jana Foundos, Jani 

Kolovani, Jani Panajoti, Jean Preftes, Johny Shkurti, Yona Stefani, Jonathan Topore 

 
12 - St. Tatiana 
            Tatiana Prela 

 
17 - St. Anthony 
            Andon Dede, Antoneta Mertiri, Anthony Aleko, Andi Mitre 

 
18 - St. Athanasius 
            Nasi Pavllo, Thomas Tili, Renas Tili 

 
25 - St. Gregory the Theologian 
            Gregory DiTullio, Gregory Papalexis 

 
14 - St. Nina 
            Zanina Sherko 
 
 
 

JANUARY SAINTS AND NAME DAYS 
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church 
  Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.  

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and  

saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!! 

For new ads please contact Lou Foundos 

    

 

 
       

 

        

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 
 

 

SABITA J. BALL00, EA 

  ____________________ 
 

Income Tax Services 
 

 
  
    

117-10 Jamaica Avenue   Tel:  718-846-6525 
 

Richmond Hill, NY 11418    Fax: 718-846-0663 

 
sabitaballoo@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca 

    

 

 
 
 

   

 
 
 

Tel:      
355.82.243867/8/9 

www.regencyalbania.com 
 

  hregencyko@hotmail.com   

 

  

      

 

 
 

 

 

 
This space is reserved for advertisement. Please 

contact Lou Foundos for further information. 

 

 

 

http://www.regencyalbania.com/
mailto:hregencyko@hotmail.com
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  Major Church Activities and Events for  

  January 
 

Wed. January 1 - Liturgy, 10am: St. Basil 

Fri.  3 - Royal Hours, 10am 

Sat.  4 - Vespers, 5pm 

Sun. 5 - Liturgy, 10am 

        5 - Children’s Sermon & Blessing of Water 

        5 - Great Vespers, 5pm: Theophany 

Mon. 6 - Liturgy, 10am: Theophany 

          ***House Blessings Begin*** 

 

Sat.  11 - Vespers, 5pm 

Sun. 12 - Liturgy, 10am 

             - Icon Auction 

Sat.  18 - Vespers, 5pm 

Sun. 19 - Liturgy, 10am 

Sat.  25 - Vespers, 5pm 

Sun. 26 - Liturgy, 10am 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bring your children to 

Sunday School  
 

For the 2019-2020 school year, Sunday 

School classes will be held on the 2nd and 

4th Sundays of each month @ 

10:30am.  There will also be a children’s 

sermon on the 1st Sunday of each month. 
 
   

     

       

     

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.stnicholasalbanian.org 

                                     
 
 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

181-14 Midland Parkway 

Jamaica Estates, New York 11432 
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