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Pastor’s Message
by Fr.Nikodhim
Let me begin my monthly
missive with thanks. Thank you to all who worked so hard
to make this year, our 75th Anniversary, so beautiful and
its events such successes. Celebrations always require the
labors of preparation, presence, and recovery, and in great
and small ways and with things of prominence and those
that may seem to go unnoticed, so many, many have
contributed to marking this year with joy. I thank you
sincerely.
In this anniversary, which yet continues, as we
pause for a much needed though brief break before the
holidays are soon upon us, I would ask you to think about
one thing: what makes this community particular, special,
or distinct? I would love to hear your answers. Although it
is homework for this brief time off, I would still ask each
of you reading these words to mull this over and to let me
know.
In the short greeting I was asked to contribute to
the anniversary journal, I reflected on my experiences
here at St. Nicholas over this past decade or so. Most
especially I wrote about what welcome means, what this
virtue has been to me, and how I have been taught it here,
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in this holy
home
we
share.
I
isolate this
one attribute not because we are lacking in others but
because it speaks so well for us, because the force of it
stands in for everything else. For me, the welcome here is
one in which we all should rightly take pride, yet it is, too,
something always vulnerable, always in need of
maintenance and devotion and those commitments we
must make ours. Like the Church structure itself, which
we have so beautifully renewed over this past year, our
hospitality requires that we attend to it, invest in it. And
we do, and we will.
Thank you again to the new and the old of St.
Nicholas Church. The past and the future we speculate on,
but the present we must live together making room for
one another and making room for others as well. Let me
know what you love in this place and don’t forget to tell
others this also. Evangelism is as simple as this, as simple
as the welcome at our door.

President’s Message
by Jim Liolin
For me, and I’m sure for most of us October was
an especially exciting month.
We seem to be doing something right. After 21
years there was another fun-filled and profitable Golf
Outing. Thanks to members of the Foundos family and
several other parishioners who worked to make it a
successful event.
The 75th Anniversary celebration was a special
event to behold. The Terrace on the Park was a great
location for St. Nicholas to celebrate with good dining and
dancing, in a beautiful setting overseeing the city that
never sleeps. Several clergy and diplomats were among
the guests. NYC Councilman Mark Gjonaj presented a
proclamation from NYC to St. Nicholas. Everyone
enjoyed themselves and many did not want to leave.

This month, the 2019 pledge cards will be
distributed, please do your best to return your pledge as
soon as possible. We would like to bless the pledges on
Dec 9th - the St. Nicholas celebration and luncheon.
On November 18 we will hold the Semi-Annual
General Meeting. Please attend and participate in the
discussions concerning the church.
In keeping with the spirit of Thanksgiving our
parish is continuing the Food and Coat Drive providing
comfort to those in need.
REMINDER -TIME IS NOW TO RETURN YOUR
ICONS.
See you in Church.
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CHILDREN SUNDAY SCHOOL
SCHEDULE
Dear Ladies,
Below is the schedule for coffee for the next 2 months.
If your name is listed, please be sure to put it on your
calendar. If you need to change the date, please advise
Christina Liolin or Adriana Topore.
It is very important to remember that on the day you are
scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. so
that preparations can be made.
What to bring:

November 2018
4 – Children’s Sermon
th

11 – Classes
 10:30 Nursery Class (2-4 year olds)
 10:30 5-6 year old class
 11:15 (after communion) 7-10 year olds
th

· Cake for 50-60 people
· Cookies for the children
· 1 gallon of milk
November

4 Kozeta Pano / Oli Rehova
11 Nina Panariti / Klodi Bode
18 Donika Papando / Ornela Joanidhi
25 Open

December

2 Silvana Kutali/Tina Korra
9 St Nicholas Luncheon
16 Sheena Koroveshi/Ana Soares
23 Pancake Breakfast/Pageant
30 Memorial

25 – Classes
 10:30 Nursery Class (2-4 year olds)
 10:30 5-6 year old class
 11:15 (after communion) 7-10 year olds
th

BRING YOUR CHILDREN TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
For the 2018-2019 school year, Sunday School classes will be held on the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month. There will also be a children’s sermon on the 1st Sunday of
each month. This year we are proud to have 3 classes:
Nursery Class (Age 2-4 – Parents accompany children) During Liturgy
Class 1 (Ages 5-6) - During Liturgy Class 2 (Ages 7-10) – Held after Communion
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St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway, Jamaica Estates, New York 11432 Tel: 718-380-5684
Fr. Nikodhim, Pastor Tel: 208-818-3372
NOVEMBER 9, 2018
Dear Faithful Parishioners:
On Sunday, NOVEMBER 18, 2018 we will hold our Parish SEMI- Annual Meeting after Liturgy.
This is the time to review what is going on in our Church life and you will have the opportunity to
express opinions, suggestions and offer your time, talent to St. Nicholas Church.
At this meeting, we will be discussing important items which include: Church Spiritual
Development, Financial Reports, and the 75th Anniversary.
Attached are the minutes from April 15, 2018 Annual General Meeting please review.
It is important that we all take part in key aspects of our Church life. So, please attend the
meeting and let your views be known.
Yours in Christ,
Jim Liolin - Council President

Agenda Semi-Annual Parish General Meeting - Sunday November 18, 2018
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.

Prayer
Adoption of Minutes (APRIL 15, 2018)
Correspondence
Reports:
a. Pastor's
b.
Daughters of St. Nicholas
c.
75th Anniversary (May 19th, Oct 20/21-18)
d.
Review 2018 - 3 QTR Financials, Investments
2019 Budget proposal
e. Archdiocese Report – St. Louis/Natck
f.
Presidents Report
Old Business –
• Beautification of Temple - Icon Status
• Maintenance :

Stain Glass Windows, clean/repair, Roof Cross,
Front steps/ramp, Parking lot/ Chandeliers

6.

New Business
• Mt. Tomori - Cemetery Plot price change

7.

• Announcements

Fr. Nikodhim
John Jance
Fr. Nikodhim/Officers
Fr. Nikodhim
Linda Foundos
Mark Papalexis /lLou/ Fr.Nikodhim
Lou Foundos/Bill Peters
Bill Peters/Lou Foundos
Fr.Nikodhim/Jim
Jim Liolin

Fr. Nikodhim
Jim/Lou/FatherNikodhim
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St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
General Meeting Held Sunday, April 15, 2018

The meeting opened at 11:45 a.m. with a prayer led by Fr. Nikodhim. Jim Liolin welcomed those present to the meeting.
November 19, 2017 General Meeting: Minutes of the meeting were reviewed. Lou Foundos motioned that the minutes be
accept as presented. Seconded by Linda Foundos. A vote was taken and the motion passed.
Correspondence: Fr. Nikodhim said he received word that Fr. Dimitri had broken his back (of St. Thomas Church in Detroit,
Michigan). We had prayed for him previously.
Reports: (a) Pastor’s Report: Fr. Nikodhim said that we have had 1 baptism. Also 3 funerals (Larry Jance, Helen Phillips and
her brother Nicholas, and Agim Karagjosi. He also said that he has become a Chaplain to the Albanian community, i.e., Vatra.
Fr. Nikodhim said he has contacted the contractor regarding the Beautification Project and several other icons will be
mounted.. He said that our Archdiocese will have its annual Assembly in St. Louis the day before the OCA’s All-American
Council. Fr. Nikodhim thanked the Sunday School teachers. The children are the future Church members. He also thanked Vasian
and Bill Nasi for working with the new altar boys. Additionally he thanked those who are singing. Damian Peters added and
thanked Jennifer Brehl, her son Nicholas, her husband Luke and daughter Elizabeth, who have been singing with us. Jenna and
Nicholas have brought in new music. Fr. Nikodhim also thanked Mark Chenoweth teaching the Youth Group. Mark has gotten an
internship at Long Island Jewish Hospital’s Chaplain’s program. Fr. Nikodhim also thanked Adriana Topore who has been
working in the office a couple days of the week and works helping with the administrative needs.
Fr. Nikodhim then went on to say that he will doing a lot of traveling. He will be going to Boston, Holy Cross and our
Cathedral with the Nicholas Brehl this next week. The following week, he will be handling a clergy retreat in Alaska. In June, he
will be going to Russia. He was recommended as a representative of our Diocese. He has arranged coverage for services and
emergencies. Also, he will be going to Albania in the Fall. He will be taking $10,000 to the Archdiocese to assist the Church
there. It’s not just one thing we have been doing over the last 20 years. We have gone where we are needed.
(b) Sunday School: Alexandra Kehoe reported that we have expanded to two classes. One class is during Liturgy and the
second is after. She thanked the parents who have been working with the classes for their assistance. Fr. Nikodhim has scheduled
a chiildren’s sermon on the first Sunday of the month. We have 3 or 4 in the older group and about 4 in the younger group.
(c) Daughters of St. Nicholas: Linda Foundos gave the report. She said they take care of the Pancake breakfasts held on the
Sunday before Christmas and on Palm Sunday. She thanked the ladies who decorated the Epitaphi on Good Friday. Linda also
said that the Daughters are donating an icon of St. Mary’s Assumption.
(d) 2017 Year End Report: (i) Lou Foundos gave the financial report first. He reviewed the report he had handed out. He
said that income from the Golf Outing was down because there were fewer foursomes and sponsorships this year. The net is
approximate $14,000.
We installed WI-FI to the building. The halogen spot lights outside the building were old and replaced.
Lou stated overall the total income was $159,453 and expenses were $179,791 resulting in an Operating deficit of
($20,338)
Damian Peters asked whether we have advertised that we have WI-FI? It might increase hall rentals if we advertise it.
Fr. Nikodhim said it has been by word of mouth.
(ii) Lou presented the Investment Portfolio report, a copy of which was also handed out. The portfolio value at year
end 2017 was $265,995. However, $55,000 had been taken out to be used for the Beautification Project, but will be repaid. That
would bring the total to $320,955.
Lou said that we are using Matrix Asset Advisors to handle our portfolio.
(f) President’s Report: Jim Liolin reported the year ended with 115 households contributed $72,000. This year we have had
some households that didn’t complete their pledge. So far, we have 92 households who have pledged and we hope to reach
$74,000. Since we have been asking for donations for the beautification project, it has impacted our annual pledges. As Fr.
Nikodhim mentioned, the names of those who have pledged will be listed in the June edition of The Orthodox Post. We are
currently at the $68,000 level. Blendi Koroveshi asked if the Pledge letter and card have been e-mailed in addition to being mailed
out. People still have to be reminded by phone call. Some people have received a call and were annoyed by that call. They didn’t
make a pledge. Jim said this subject will be brought to the Council meeting for discussion. Jim then thanked all present at this
meeting and contributed to the Council’s discussions. Also, he thanked all who have donated to the Beautification project and the
icons. He thanked Fr. Nikodhim and the members of the volunteer committee. Jim went on to thank the singers and the members
who work on The Orthodox Post as well as the Daughters who have paid for the new altar boy robes and other items needed for
the altar. He thanked the kitchen crew for making everyone happy. He also thanked all the Council members who have worked
with him during the last four years while he has been President. Unfortunately, not all of the Council members have attended this
meeting. Lastly, Jim said he hopes we will have another 75 years as a parish.
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Old Business
(a) Beautification Project: Lou Foundos mentioned the financial numbers during the Financial Report earlier. Generally going
forward, we are going in the right direction. Fr. Nikodhim said it’s making the Church beautiful – a place that we can be proud of.
We shall continue to accept new donations. If you haven’t as yet made a donation, please do and tell your friends. Lou asked how
many icons are still available. Fr. Nikodhim said there are 7 icons 4 of the large icons have been donated. 4 of 16 small icons have
been donated. Fr. Nikodhim said there are only a few small items still to be done. He suggested that an assessment be made every
five years or so. Blendi Koroveshi asked Fr. Nikodhim about our Parish having a rectory. Fr. suggested that it should be
discussed after this year. Jim Liolin said we have had experience with a rectory in the past and it should be revisited and
discussed for the future. Jim asked Mark Papalexis to talk about the Bishop’s visit on Saturday, May 19 th at 11:00 AM when
clergy from other Orthodox churches in the area will be able to attend. It will be a brief service. During the Lenten period, we
haven’t been able to host Vespers. The Catholic priest, the Imam and other community leaders and public officials will be invited.
This will put us on the map so to speak and highlight our 75 years of service. After the service and the blessing of the icons, we
will have a light lunch for those in attendance. Mark said he will meet with the Daughters to discuss the buffet luncheon. He will
need people to serve and to assist in setting up the tables.
(b) 75th Anniversary Celebration: Mark Papalexis gave the report. He said the Celebration is scheduled to take place on
Saturday, October 20, 2018 at Terrace on the Park. We will have a dinner and an open bar. Also, Mark said that Bishop Nikon
will attend. He said that Damian Peters will be handling the journal. We will have the room from 7:00 PM to 12:00 Midnight.
We have to talk it up to the community. Mark said we have guaranteed 200 people and if we get 250 or 300, we can expand the
space. Blendi Koroveshi suggested that Albanian TV should be contacted. Adrianna Topore asked about the ticket price. She said
people have been asking. Mark Papalexis said we will have it after Tuesday.
(c) Mt. Tomori Cemetery: Jim Liolin said that we have had a number of burials and one was an unfortunate one. Helen
Phillips and her brother Nicholas died within a month of each other. They had no family and assistance was needed to arrange
opening of the 2 plots. The Parish assisted in the opening of the graves and funerals. Nicholas died unexpectedly and Helen was
placed in hospice care. Their mother and Helen’s son were buried decades ago and Helen had requested that she and her brother
be buried in Mt. Tomori. Fr. Nikodhim had contacted Cypress Hills Cemetery about assistance in opening the graves which Helen
and her brother had purchased years ago. Fr. Nikodhim recommended that everyone have end of life arrangements in place. That
would consist of purchasing a burial plot, funeral arrangements and other related expenses. Chris Liolin said that when her parents
went into a nursing home, she and her brother made those arrangements. A few months later her parents passed and everything
was done. Lou Foundos said that a few years ago, a young man died in a car accident and the Parish handled the burial and the
young man’s friends handled the funeral. Fr. Nikodhim recommended that the price of the plot at Mt. Tomori be increased. He
asked that the Parish Council take this increase under discussion and then bring a proposal to a General Meeting. Jim Liolin said it
would not take place before the next General Meeting in the Fall.
(d) Elections: Jim Liolin said the current Council has 9 members and there should be an odd number so that there is no tie. He
said that this year, Lou Foundos, Bill Peters, IzzyTsablakos and Ilia Luka are coming off the Council and we will need 4 new
members. Jim said he spoke to Bill Peters and Lou Foundos and both have agreed to continue as members if nominated. He went
on to say that Izzy Tsamblakos won’t continue on the Council but has agreed to continue to serve as legal counsel. Jim said he
and Mark Papalexis, Damian Peters, Zhani Joanidhi and John Jance will be remaining on the Council until next year. Fr.
Nikodhim said that Alexandra Kehoe and Blendi Koroveshi have agreed to be nominated. Lou Foundos made a motion that the
additional names be made members of the Council and Johanna Heiser seconded the motion. The new Council will consist
of Jim Liolin, Mark Papalexis, Damian Peters, Zhani Joanidhi , John Jance, Lou Foundos, Bill Peters, Alexandra Kehoe
and Blendi Koroveshi. A vote was taken and the motion passed. Fr. Nikodhim said that the new Council will be sworn in on
May 19th when Bishop Nikon is here to bless the new icons and newly beautified Church. Chris Liolin suggested that the Council
members wear a name tag identifying them as a Council member. She attends a Church in Florida and that is the practice of the
Council members there.
(e) Archdiocesan Assembly and OCA All American Council: Fr. Nikodhim said that since the Archdiocese Assembly will be
taking place in St. Louis at the time of the OCA’s All American Council, that the Parish Council be empowered to choose
delegates for both events.
Lou Foundos made the motion that the Parish Council be empowered to choose delegates for the Archdiocese Assembly
and OCA All American Council in St. Louis and Damian Peters seconded the motion. A vote was taken and the motion
passed.
There being no further business, Fr. Nikodhim said a closing prayer.
Damian Peters made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Johanna Heiser seconded. A vote was taken and the motion
passed. The meeting adjourned at 1:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Pauline M. Logore, Secretary of the Meeting
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Daughters’ Corner
by Linda Foundos

Our 75th Anniversary Celebration was a lively, fun-filled evening at a lovely venue. Our thanks to all
that contributed to making the evening as well as the Souvenir Journal such a success. I hope you will take
the time to take a look at the Journal. It was an honor for us to have several dignitaries with us on Saturday
evening. Archbishop Nikon also stayed to celebrate our Sunday service with us the following morning.
A while back we purchased several special pans with the seal imbedded for the making of meshe for
services. We would like to verify where they are and have them returned if you are not using it. Others have
a need for them. We would appreciate your promptness.
Sunday School is going well. Many little heads seem to be popping up!! Many Sundays the church hall
looks like a day care center! It’s great. Regularly including Sunday School in your child’s week helps
provide a solid, healthy foundation for development. This rooting, along with strong family values, good
work ethic, healthy lifestyle, etc. is even more valuable in today’s world.

Liturgy with Archbishop Nikon

On Sunday, October 21st, Archbishop Nikon celebrated Liturgy at St. Nicholas Church. It was the day after
our 75th Anniversary Dinner-Dance at Terrace on the Park. Parishioners as well as many out-of-towners
who attended the Anniversary Dinner-Dance were in attendance.
The Dinner-Dance was very successful!!!

All had a great time!!!

It was the culmination of our 75th

Anniversary year of special events. A large crowd with representation from many parts of the Albanian and
Archdiocese Communities enjoyed the dining, dancing and comaraderie provided by this celebration.
St. Nicholas Church was honored with a “Proclamation” from the New York City Council presented by Mark
Gjonaj, Council Member of the 13th District. It acknowledged St. Nicholas Church’s 75th Anniversary and its
many years of devotion and service to the community.
Finally, the 75th Anniversary Commemorative Journal was introduced with copies distributed to guests.
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NOVEMBER SAINT AND NAME DAYS
The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God into the Temple Commemorated on November 21
When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. They gathered
together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing sacred songs
and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the
Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several priests met
the handmaiden of God. In the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the
sanctuary, which only the priests and High Priest could enter. (Because
they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called
“Psalms of Ascent.”) The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it
up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on the first step,
strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went up the remaining
steps and ascended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through
inspiration from above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of
Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a year to offer a
purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those present in the Temple
were astonished at this most unusual occurrence. But there are accounts
in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin’s stay at the
Temple, She grew up in a community of pious virgins, diligently read
the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself with handicrafts, prayed
constantly, and grew in love for God. From ancient times, the Church
has celebrated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into
the Temple. Indications that the Feast was observed in the first centuries
of Christianity are found in the traditions of Palestinian Christians,
which say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church in honor of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into
the Temple.The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God’s blessing for the
human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ.

November Name Days
1 - Sts. Cosmas and Damian
Damian Peters
8 - St. Michael and Archangels
Rafaela Prifti, Michael Kehoe, Michael Kelapire, Michelle Kildunne, Mikel Rembeci
11 - St. Victor
Victoria Mertiri, Victor Tahiri
- St. Vincent
Vincent Soriano
14 - St. Phillip
Phillip Foundos
16 - St. Matthew
Matthew Foundos
24 - St. Catherine
Keti Kirka, Katherine Preftes, Ketrin Celo, Keti Pecani, Isabella Rehova
30 - St. Andrew
Andrew Foundos, Andrea Topore, Andrea Kutali
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church
Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and
saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!!
For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252

SABITA J. BALL00, EA
____________________
Income Tax Services

117-10 Jamaica Avenue

Tel: 718-846-6525

Richmond Hill, NY 11418

Fax: 718-846-0663

sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca
Tel:
355.82.243867/8/9
www.regencyalbania.com
hregencyko@hotmail.com

Litras Funeral Home
Bernard F. Dowd and Tracy B. Dowd
83-15 Parsons Boulevard
Jamaica, New York 11434
718 658-4434
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Major Church Activities and Event
November 2018
1 - Health Prayers, 7pm: Sts. Cosmas &

Ushers’ Schedule
for Sunday Services
Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe

Thur. Damian
Sat.
3 - Vespers, 5pm
Sun.
4 - Liturgy, 10am
Thur. 8 - Archangel Michael, tbd
Sat.
10 - Vespers, 5pm
Sun.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Wed.
Thur.
Fri.
Sat.
Sun.
Fri.

NOV 04 Jim OSWALD / Tomi BENO
NOV 11 Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE

- Hall Rental
11 - Liturgy, 10am
***Start of Nativity Fast***
16 - Nativity Paraklesis, 7pm
17 - Vespers, 5pm
18 - Liturgy, 10am
- Parish General Meeting
21 - Liturgy, 9am: Entrance of the Theotokos
22 - Thanksgiving Prayers, 10am
23 - Nativity Paraklesis, 7pm
24 - Vespers, 5pm
25 - Liturgy, 10am
30 - Nativity Paraklesis, 7pm

NOV 18 Robert KORRA / Lou FOUNDOS
NOV 25 Roland LLUPA / Edi SERA
DEC 02 Ilia LUKA / Bill PETERS

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway
Jamaica Estates, New York 11432

Customer Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:

www.stnicholasalbanian.org

