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Pastor’s Message
by Fr. Nathan Preston
I write this from the dust. Here, in mid-August, as the major
bits of construction to our Church’s temple near completion,
there’s plenty of it drifting into the office, chalking my cassock
with smudges, and occasionally getting into my eyes. It has
been a summer of changes for us at St. Nicholas, but shortly
we’ll move back up from the basement and reclaim our home
with a cycle of regular prayer. I hope all of you reading this will
hurry here to see.
Sometimes aesthetic changes are called redecorating—we
speak of places getting facelifts—but to me, the work done in
our Church this summer is so much more. I like to think of it as
a renewal: a revival of something already here but made
refreshed. Renewal means we’re ready for what’s coming or, at
least, we’re trying to be. It means we’re pulling ourselves for a
little while out of the day-to-day concerns and looking towards
the future. Construction has this effect, leading us to ponder on
what’s lasting and what changes will, most likely, outlast most
of us.
On August 18th was the feast day of two of Albania’s
earliest saints, the brothers Florus and Laurus. Originally from
Constantinople, they preached the Gospel in the lands that now
lie within the borders of Kosova. They were stonemasons and
had been contracted by the local dignitary to build a temple
though they gave away to the needy all the money that was to
have been their salary. When a chip of stone lodged itself into
the eye of the ruler’s son and the prayers and the charms and
the chants to the local gods didn’t seem to work, the brothers,
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been their handiwork was revised-renewed-and became the
cathedral of the city for a while. Ultimately, these brothers and
three hundred others met a martyr’s death as the district prefect
fatally condemned all the adherents of the new faith, the
memory of these saints proving far more long lasting than their
building.
Gospel, charity, and construction, these things are brought
together concisely in this story of these saints, our forebears,
but these things go together naturally. The Good News of Christ
that we Christians proclaim to the world is spoken sometimes
most strongly when we forego words and let our hands and our
choices speak. Caring for the needs of others, caring for that
place where we find a bit of peace and a bit of challenge, these
are both gospel acts. We ornament the world in good, and when
we do this good, live up to this good, and choose this good, the
gospel of our God is preached voicelessly.
We’ll be celebrating seventy-five years of service next year
here at St. Nicholas. Three quarters of a century committed to
caring for each other and for our neighbors and for our world. A
summer of mess and inconvenience, some fundraising, and the
readiness to keep looking forward to changes that aren’t always
comfortable, I believe it’s worth the dust. I trust you will too.

President’s Message
by James Liolin
It’s Good to Come Home
There are several reasons to come home to St. Nicholas. One
is a very special celebration that begins the Church year on
September 14th, the feast of Holy Cross.
Another reason is our Church School that begins on
September 17th. It’s an important time in the lives of the
children. This is the time they can participate and learn the
foundation of their faith.
In the past weeks the Beautification of the Temple has
begun. The renovation continues and the excitement is growing.
The FUNDRAISING campaign is going along well and we are
receiving donations from current and former members. This is a
good sign that there is still a lot of love for St. Nicholas. If you
can come home and see the progress…you will be pleasantly

surprised.
The 20th Anniversary of our Annual Golf Outing will be held
on October 2nd. It’s expected to be another social success. If
you can be a sponsor of the game or join in and play you help
continue the future of St. Nicholas.
The Annual Assembly of the Diocese will be held and hosted
by St. John Chrysostom in Philadelphia, September 22-24.
Damian Peters, Jim Liolin and Fr. Nathan will represent the
parish.
Don’t forget our Flea Market and Bake Sale, which is a
major church activity. It will be held on Saturday and Sunday,
October 21 and 22.
We look forward to seeing you and your family at home in
Church. It’s good to come home. See you in Church
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Daughters’Corner
by Linda Foundos

Dear Ladies,

Below is the schedule for coffee for the next 3 months. If
your name is listed, please be sure to put it on your calendar. If
you need to change the date, please advise Christina Liolin or
Adriana Topore.
It is very important to remember that on the day you are
scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. so
that preparations can be made.
What to bring:
· Cake for 50-60 people
· Cookies for the children
· 1 gallon of milk

September 03
10
17
24

Oneda Sera / Liri Panajoti
Kozeta Pano / Oli Rehova
Open
Nina Panariti / Klodi Bode

October 01 Donika Papando / Ornela Joanidhi
08 Open
15 Christina Liolin / Alexandra Liolin
22 FLEA MARKET
29 Irma Mile / Xhuljana Baltado

Welcome back to all the summer travelers! We look
forward to hearing about all your adventures! And now,
it’s back to school, back to routine, time to settle down a
bit.
Our annual Flea Market/Bake Sale this year will be
held on October 21st & 22nd. Our major, communitypricing session will take place the Sunday prior, October
15th. Please plan to stay to help prepare for this event. The
lakror baking session will take place on Thursday, October
19th. Please speak to Tina Peters or Christina Liolin to
volunteer. Please also speak to them regarding what sweets
you can donate for the bake table. We are counting on you
to make this event possible, so we hope to see your name
on the list of volunteers for shopping, baking, pricing,
selling, etc. Any help you can offer is greatly appreciated.
So, begin to gather all the items you may have to donate.
Free yourself of all those unwanted, unused items in good
condition that will be a treasure to one of our customers.
You may begin to bring your items on Sunday, October
1st. There will be a designated corner marked.
· Begin to bring items – Sunday, October 1
· Major pricing session – Sunday, October 15
· Lakror baking session – Thursday, October 19
· Flea Market/Bake Sale – Sat & Sun, October 21&22

-------------------------------------------------------------------------

CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS
Calling All Kids!
------------- Another exciting year of Church School will
----- begin in September.
On Sunday, September 17, we'll kick off our
--------- classes with pizza and ice cream.
----- All young people are invited to take part, so
----- please
be
sure
that
your
children,
----grandchildren, and godchildren don't get left
--------- out.
--------------
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ST. NICHOLAS GOLF OUTING
COME AND JOIN US – MONDAY, OCT 2ND
PLAY GOLF OR JUST ATTEND THE DINNER
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ST. NICHOLAS
ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT
A New Vision for Today’s Needs
And Tomorrow’s Growth

St. Nicholas Church is embarking on a program to improve the beauty and spaciousness of the
worship area, the temple, of our Church. These improvements will enable St. Nicholas to better
care for today’s Parishioner needs and tomorrow’s growth.The completion of the Beautification
Project will be celebrated during our Church’s 75th Anniversary in 2018.
To pay for this Project, a Fundraising Program is now underway!!!!
BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT FUNDRAISING STATUS
Project Goal

Actual Pledges

Amount Still Needed

$150,000

$41,000

$109,000
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BEAUTIFICATION PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS

1
Phase
1

•
•
•

Phase 2
•

Construction and Relocation of Existing Icons
Mid-June 2017 - Fall 2017
Existing Icons on walls moved to ceiling and front wall
Pews repaired and refinished
Interior brightened and made more spacious
o
Painted sheetrock replacing wood paneling
o
New flooring installed throughout
o
Entrance/Foyer area renovated
Addition of New Icons
January 2018 - Summer 2018
New Icons of new saints to be added

This Beautification Project is expected to cost $150,000 for Phase 1. We thank God for what He has
given us, for everything comes from Him. Now is the time to give back to the community and support this
tribute to God. Parishioners and Friends of St. Nicholas are being asked to make a special
Beautification Project Pledge.
As we have been blessed by the generosity of others, so too, have we committed ourselves to bless others
through this project. As we renew the temple and heart of our St. Nicholas community, we will offer a donation
to the Church of Albania to aid in the construction or restoration of a temple there.
Fundraising for Phase 1 of the Beautification Project is underway! Information on Phase 2 will follow in
January 2018. Participating in this fundraising activity will enable all Parishioners and Friends of St. Nicholas
to be a part of this exciting project and the future of St. Nicholas Church. Your support is truly needed!!!
For Phase 1, the Church is actively accepting Pledges and related Donations. The suggested levels of giving
for Phase 1 are as follows:





Patron
Ambassador
Benefactor
Supporter

$5,000 and above
$3,000 - $4,999
$1,000 - $2,999
up to $1,000

The Pledge may be paid up front or over three years. For example: If you make a Pledge for $3,000, then
$1,000 can be paid in 2017, $1,000 in 2018 and $1,000 in 2019.
As part of the Fundraising Campaign, many of you will be contacted by phone or in person. For more
information, call Parish Council or Beautification Committee members, talk to them in Church or arrange for a
visit. They will help you complete your Pledge.
To make and submit your Pledge, please fill-in the Beautification Pledge Card. Send it to the Church,
either by mail or drop it off in person.
Pledgers to the Beautification Project will be acknowledged in the Church’s 75th Anniversary Journal
and on a Commemorative Donation Plaque that will be displayed at St. Nicholas.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT!!!!
(See Photos of Construction Activity on Next Page)
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SAVE THE DATE
FLEA MARKET & BAKE SALE
October 21st & October 22nd
Saturday (10am-4pm) & Sunday (12noon-4pm)

Community News - by Linda Foundo
· Vasian Gjoka is excited as he begins a new chapter in his life. He will begin classes at Queens Community College
this fall, majoring in computer science. We wish him much success. Vasian is a joy in our community with his
wonderful attitude & disposition. He has been serving in the altar & is always ready to lend a helping hand when
sneeded. His parents, Ira & Arben, are very proud of him.
· Angela Mile graduated from Boston College with a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Geoscience. She also
majored in International Studies with a concentration in Political Science and graduated with honors, Cum Laude. She is
beginning law school this fall at Pace Law School to specialize in Environmental Law.
Her last internship was at Columbia University's Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. She was investigating harmful
algal blooms in the Arabian Sea and the role of international environmental law. She wrote about this for her senior
thesis as a Scholar of the College.
She presented her research at the 28th annual ASLO conference (Association for the Sciences of Limnology and
Oceanography) in Honolulu, Hawaii in Feb. 2017.
This girl is going places for sure!!! Her parents, Irma & Ardian, are so very proud of their hard-working, bright, amazing
daughter. We see a very bright future for Angela!
· We would like to salute Teachers! St. Nicholas has a number of individuals working in the educational field. We just
want our educators to know how much they are appreciated. They play an important role in the future of our world.
(Please let me know if I’ve left anyone out.)
Luke Brehl, Christina Foundos, Tina Korra, Kristi Kutali, Alexandra Liolin, Adelina Llupa, Barbara Papalexis,
Jenny Peters . . . . .
·
In early August, the AANO, the Albanian American National Organization, celebrated its 71st convention in Dallas,
Texas for the first time. Lou & Linda Foundos attended. The Dallas community was thrilled to host this event. It was a
very lively, hospitable crowd. During the weekend, scholarships were given out at the banquet & a new slate of officers
was selected The Dallas community petitioned to become a chapter, and the Philadelphia chapter was reinstated. It
seems the AANO has had a burst of new life as it approaches its 75th anniversary!! The 2018 convention will be held in
early August in Washington, D.C. Perhaps you might want to plan to attend? It’s great to do a bit of sightseeing, reconnect with old friends & make new ones. You can also check the website for scholarship information. It is the longest
existing Albanian-American organization in America. Its a non-religious and non-political. It is strictly honoring our
heritage, social & scholarships. Our own Angela Mile is the out-going AANO Queen. Alexandra Liolin (2001) also
served as a past Queen as well as Barbara Filis (1977). We are very proud of them all.
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SEPTEMBER FEAST SAINT AND NAME DAYS

The Feast of the Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving
Cross is celebrated each year on September 14. The Feast
commemorates the finding of the True Cross of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ by Saint Helen, the mother of the Emperor Constantine.

1 - 40 Holy Martyrs
Tina Peters, Nyla Peters, Tina Slane, Aphrodite Patelis, Penny Kastaris, Thea Pavllo

4 - St. Rosalia – The Little Saint
Rosalie Zacharias

5 - Sts. Zachariah and Elizabeth - The Father and Mother of St. John the Baptist
Beti Beno, Elisabeta Fundo, Betty Kelapire, Elizabeth Liolin
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8 - St. Despoina
Despina Psirakis

11 - St. Violeta
Viola Kallinikos, Violeta Filipi

14 - Holy Cross
Stavraq Rehova

17 - St. Sophia – The Holy
Sophia Troja, Sophia Dervishi

18 - St. Ariadne – The Martyr
Ariana Dervishi, Adriana Topore

19 - St. Igor – Right-believing
Igor Bakalli

23 - St. Iris – Virginmartyr Irais
Iris Mile
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church
Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and
saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!!
For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252

SABITA J. BALL00, EA
____________________
Income Tax Services

117-10 Jamaica Avenue

Tel: 718-846-6525

Richmond Hill, NY 11418

Fax: 718-846-0663

sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca
Tel:
355.82.243867/8/9
www.regencyalbania.com
hregencyko@hotmail.com

ROLANDO MECHANICAL CORP
PIPING & HEATING REPAIR
LICENCED MASTER PLUMBER
Cell: (917) 750-1056
Tel: (718) 606-1282/1926
Fax: (718) 606-2034

ROLAND HYSENAS
36-01 20th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11105

Litras Funeral Home
Bernard F. Dowd and Tracy B. Dowd
83-15 Parsons Boulevard
Jamaica, New York 11434
718 658-4434
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Major Church Activities and Events

Ushers’ Schedule
for Sunday Services
Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe

September:
Sat. 2 - Health Prayers, 5pm
Sun. 3 - Liturgy, 10am
Thur. 7 - Great Vespers, 7pm: Nativity of the Theotokos
Fri. 8

- Liturgy, 10am: Nativity of the Theotokos

Sat. 9

- Vespers, 5pm

Sun. 10 - Liturgy, 10am

SEP 03

Nasi PAVVLO / Ardian MILE

SEP 10

Jim OSWALD / Tomi BENO

SEP 17

Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE

SEP 24

Robert KORRA / Lou FOUNDOS

OCT 01

Roland LLUPA / Edi SERA

Wed. 13 - Vesperal Liturgy, 7pm: Holy Cross
Thur. 14 - Prayers, 10am: Holy Cross
Sat. 16 - Vespers, 5pm
Sun. 17 - Liturgy, 10am

We’re on the Web!

Sat. 23 - Vespers, 5pm

Visit us at:

Sun. 24 - Liturgy, 10am

www.stnicholasalbanian.org

Sat. 30 - Vespers, 5pm

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway
Jamaica Estates, New York 11432

Customer Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

