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Amid the terrible divisiveness of this last year’s political 

campaigning, we heard more than occasional mention of 

debt, of those things owed. Whether student debt or national, 

our nation’s obligations to its allies or theirs to us, or 

personal finances of the candidates and their potential 

appointees, debt held the moment’s attention.  And though 

economists may argue about its use, application, and 

interpretation, on one thing I think we all, of each political 

and financial policy persuasion, can agree: debt is something 

to be paid back. Interest and principal must come due, and 

even at those rare instances of cancellation of debts, 

obligation accrues instead. Almost inextricably, we share 

these terms of engagement; they guide our interactions. 

Particularly for those of us from more or less traditional 

cultures and/or families the idea of debt may be secreted also 

into the fabric of ourselves, described in terms of loyalty and 

faithfulness in our relationships, betrayal, shame, or 

wickedness when these falter. This is why encountering God 

so often poses problems for us. Encountering God is a 

challenge. We owe but cannot repay, this we know and is 

inherent in the very idea of “God”. What we often forget 

though is that there is no divine expectation of remuneration. 

God gives wantlessly; He gives without expectation; and this 

may terrify us. Because there is no way to pay back the debt 

of life or its care and sustenance, interaction with God can be 

like no other relationship. God can be like no other 

relationship. God challenges us to know what and how it 

means to exist without “give and take”, without packing a     

sense of our own contribution into what exists between us.   

He demands 

that  we  no 

longer value  

what we can pay,  

prove, or do but,  

instead, insists that our value is inherent. God’s love 

demonstrates our intrinsic worth simply to be. And we can’t 

make Him love us more, and we can’t make Him love us less 

however hard we might try to alter this equation. For those 

who look for that balance known elsewhere, this can be 

endlessly frustrating. 

God’s love is God’s leadership, and unlike most every other 

leader, He guides by inspiration, not compulsion. Because 

there is no exchange of favors at stake and because there is no 

risk of threat of loss—no repayment—we must learn to follow 

His lead differently than we do those other leaders in our lives 

whether political, parental, or otherwise. We never get to be 

done giving back. Rather, we learn to learn to be responsive to 

this unchangeable love, not to reciprocate it, but to grow into 

it and to grow into different people by it. Too many to list are 

those saints of our faith who state that drawing near to this 

love is the greatest but best challenge of life. Next month, 

we’ll look at this: what does it mean to live in the love of 

God? For now, let us just remember that life with God is 

different than we expect. Let’s be sensitive in these coming 

weeks to the presence of this changeless love and not try to 

ignore it, and not try to repay it, and not try to crush into 

something more familiar, something that makes us more 

comfortable. 

 

 

 

 
 

This past Icon Day the parish raised over $5000 which was 

certainly a surprise considering the snowy weather that 

hampered the attendance. St.Nicholas was blessed with the 

enthusiastic participation by those present. If you missed this 

Icon Day you can still make a donation toward a favorite Icon. 

Simply send in the amount and the name of the Icon you wish 

to sponsor. 

Outreach - St. Nicholas sponsored the Warm Coat Drive 

during December and January collecting almost 50 coats for 

the needy. The Food Drive supported the local food pantry to 

help feed the hungry during these winter days. These are 

positive programs that allow us to help where we can.  

The Sunday school is beginning its spring session now. 

Springtime is a time of new growth; a time of coming out and 

sharing in the labor of the church. Our Sunday School is 

growing. Mark Chenoweth our seminarian intern is reaching 

out to those of High School and College age to form a young 

adult group. He will lead a monthly session of the Youth 

Group. Give them all the seeds of their faith so they can 

flourish. Give them a chance. Coming up this month is our 

annual Valentine’s Dance on Sat. Feb.11. They have been a 

success so let’s keep it going. See you in Church! 
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COMMUNITY NEWS 
By Linda Foundos 

 

- The first time parents, Laura (Papalexis) & Greg DiTullio welcomed their son, Joseph Gregory on Monday, January 9th. 

This is the 3rd grandchild for Barbara & Mark Papalexis who are loving it all! May God bless little Joseph and the entire 

family. We wish Joseph a very long, happy, healthy & prosperous life! Congratulations!! 

- Jonathan Topore, the guitar player for Rivers of Nihil, is on tour again, this time across America! This follows a very 

successful European tour this past fall. His parents, Adriana & Andrea are very proud of his success as they’ve watched Jon 

and his 4 bandmates work so hard to fulfill their dream. It has been amazing to experience the wonders of far-away places. 

We wish them continued success! Bravo! 

- Our heartfelt condolences to Pauline Logore on the falling asleep in the Lord of her sister Dorothy who resided in Alaska. 

Though they were miles apart, the sister bond was still there. Pauline also keeps in touch with Dorothy’s son & daughter. 

May her memory be eternal. 

- We applaud Ermira Mitre on her outstanding work regarding health awareness. It seems that our people are quietly, 

behind the scenes achieving some amazing things! Ermira was one of the authors of an article published in “The Journal of 

Hospital Librarianship.” The article is based on a one year project of her library team, with Rutgers University and University 

Hospital health professionals and community in Newark to help increase their health information awareness through training 

with trusted health resources.  This article follows her research study in Albania, “Community Care Plan for Durres Region” 

published in 2003 by World Bank and The Ministry of Labor and Public Affairs for local and state employees on how to 

manage and deliver social services for vulnerable groups in the region. In addition, she has written the research article, “Why 

Durres City Needs a University” which was published in the national newspaper, “Koha Jone” 1998, based on a project that 

she personally initiated and worked closely with a group of professors, government and the Catholic Archdiocese of Tirana-

Durres, to open a Catholic University in Durres. This brought about two major changes: 1) the passing of the law by the 

Albanian Parliament to open private universities and 2) the opening of the University of Durres “Alexander Moisiu” in 2006 

which graduates thousands of students each year. 

Her articles and projects have targeted the public, women, professionals and vulnerable people. Ermira seeks no praise and is 

extremely gratified to have been able to be of whatever help she could in this regard. Her efforts have affected positive 

changes. You make us all very proud. Hearty congratulations to you!!  

 

Dear Ladies, 

Here is the schedule for coffee for the next 2 months.  If your 
name is listed, please be sure to put it on your calendar. If 
you need to change the date, please advise Christina Liolin or 
Adelina Llupa. 

It is very important to remember that on the day you 
are scheduled for coffee, please arrive at church by 10 a.m. 
so that preparations can be made.   
 

What to bring:     
 

1. Cake for 50-60 people                 

2. Cookies for the children   

3. 1 gallon of milk                                    

                                     
February 5  Rehova Family 

 12  Open 

 19  Agathia Luka/Antoneta Mertiri 

 26  Diana Beno/Beti Tsamblakos 

March   1  Linda Foundos/Elizabeth Liolin 
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DAUGHTERS’ CORNER 
   by Linda Foundos 

   
        It’s a new year; time for a new start. Perhaps you made 

some New Year resolutions? In any case, it’s a good time for 

us all to get on track and make some positive changes in our 

lives; all those things we’ve been promising ourselves to do 

but haven’t gotten around to as yet. I’m sure we already do 

many wonderful things too, but maybe we could try to do a 

bit more of them; be our best self! And, let’s not forget to be 

kind to ourselves as well! 

We hope everyone will make a little more effort to 

attend services. We also have an “always lively” Valentine’s 

Dinner Party coming up on February 11th. We look forward 

to having you join the fun! We certainly have some 

competition for “Dancing with the Stars!” 

The Daughters made our annual Christmas donations to 

several charities. We will be planning our next fund raising 

activities. We would love for you to come and participate; we 

welcome new ideas. 

Please feel free to contact me with any news you would 

like to share. You are part of our “family.” 

WISDOM: 

The world is changed by your behavior, not your 

opinion.  
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Buffet Dinner & Drinks     D.J.     Dancing 
 

St. Nicholas Albanian Church 
Fellowship Hall 

181-14 Midland Parkway 
Jamaica Estates, New York 

 

   Don’t miss all the fun!!!!     
    

Donation: $65 adults     $30 children 12 & under 
  Capacity is limited, so tickets will be sold in advance and NOT at the door.   
  To purchase your tickets, please contact:  
 

Anila Muho-Gjika  (917) 584 - 4604    Zhani Joanidhi  (917) 412 - 0344 
Tomi Beno  (917) 952-9252 

 

TICKETS WILL NOT BE SOLD AT THE DOOR--DEADLINE DATE WEDNESDAY, FEB.  9th 
Please make your check payable to St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church.  

 

(Please cut here & return your completed form with your check.) 
 

 

Name__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address________________________________________________________ 
 
City,State,Zip____________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone No_____________________________________________________  
 

Number of Adults _____________@ $65 each = $ ____________ 
 

Number of Children ____________@ $30 each = $_____________ 
 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $ ______________ 

 

Valentine’s Party 
Saturday, February 11, 2017 

7:00 p.m. til 12:00 a.m. 
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ICON PRESENTATION/AUCTION A SUCCESS 
 

 
 
On Sunday, January 15th, Parishioners gathered to participate in the Church’s Annual ICON Auction.  In 
spite of bad weather, a good-sized crowd attended.  All had a spirited time and helped make the event a 
successful fundraiser. 
 

If you were unable to attend the ICON Auction and would like to make a donation toward a favorite 
ICON. Simply send in your donation and the name of the ICON you wish to sponsor for the year. 
 

A sincere thanks to all those that worked for and attended this event!!! 

2017 Pledge Program  
  

 

  
 

St. Nicholas Needs Your Financial Support!!! 
 

The Pledge Program Campaign for 2017 is well underway.  Letters and Pledge Cards have been mailed to both those who 

made a Pledge for 2016 and those other families who are a part of the St. Nicholas Church Community, but who did not 

Pledge financial support in 2016.   
 

A REMINDER letter has been mailed to those who have not yet submitted their 2017 Pledge.        

During the Pledge Program Campaign the Church asks “You”, the Parishioner, to tell it how much you will commit to 

donate to St. Nicholas during next year, 2017. 
      

To serve the Parish Community and operate the Church, it costs more than $150,000 each year.  Typical yearly Pledges 

range from several hundred dollars to several thousand dollars. In 2016, the average pledge per family was $700. 
 

Together, through this 2017 Pledge Program, we must try to raise more money to support St. Nicholas. Each of us is 

asked to do the best we can – that is “Increase last year’s Pledge amount” or if you did not Pledge for 2016, “Submit the 

best Pledge you can for 2017”.  Let’s increase our financial support of St. Nicholas!!!   

 

Please turn in your PLEDGE CARD NOW!!!! 
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MAJOR FEAST DAYS IN FEBRUARY 

              
        St. Agatha              St.  Photius   St. Haralambos           St. Theodore  
         the Martyr         the Great     the Wonder-worker                 the Recruit 

              Feb 5
th

            Feb 6
th        

  Feb 10
th    

    Feb 17
th

 

 

The Meeting of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the 

Temple - Commemorated on February 2nd  

(Reading and Icon courtesy of OCA Website) 
Forty days after His birth the God-Infant was taken to the Jerusalem Temple, the 

center of the nation’s religious life. According to the Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), 

a woman who gave birth to a male child was forbidden to enter the Temple of God 

for forty days. At the end of this time the mother came to the Temple with the 

child, to offer a young lamb or pigeon to the Lord as a purification sacrifice. At 

this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It had 

been revealed to him that he would not die until he should behold the promised 

Messiah. By inspiration from above, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very 

moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought the Infant 

Jesus to fulfill the Law. 

The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine Child in his arms, and giving thanks to 

God, he spoke the words repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord, 

now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine 

eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all 

people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke 

2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for 

the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken 

against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of 

many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35). 

At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow Anna the Prophetess, daughter of 

Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting 

and prayers night and day. She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the divine 

Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were 

looking for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:37-38). In the icon of the Feast she 

holds a scroll that reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.” 

The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the 

Christian Church. Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so 

splendidly until the sixth century. Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast 

with their hymns: Saint Andrew of Crete in the seventh century; Saint Cosmas 

Bishop of Maium, Saint John of Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch of 

Constantinople in the eighth century; and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of 

Thessalonica in the ninth century. 

House Blessings 

 
Make an Appointment with 

Fr. Nathan  

To Visit and Bless Your Home  

 

Church: 718-380-5684, 

Cell: 208-818-3372 
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church 
  Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.  

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and  

saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!! 

For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SABITA J. BALL00, EA 

  ____________________ 
 

Income Tax Services 
 

 
  
    

 
117-10 Jamaica Avenue   Tel:  718-846-6525 

 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418    Fax: 718-846-0663 

 

sabitaballoo@aol.com 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca 

    

 

ROLANDO MECHANICAL CORP 
 

PIPING & HEATING REPAIR 
LICENCED MASTER PLUMBER 

 
 
   Cell: (917) 750-1056   ROLAND HYSENAS 
   Tel:  (718) 606-1282/1926   36-01 20th Avenue 
   Fax:  (718) 606-2034   Astoria, NY 11105 
 

 
 

    
 
 

Tel:      

355.82.243867/8/9 

www.regencyalbania.com 
 

  hregencyko@hotmail.com   

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

Litras Funeral Home 
Bernard F. Dowd   and   Tracy B. Dowd 

 
 

83-15 Parsons Boulevard 

Jamaica, New York 11434 

718 658-4434 

 

 

 

http://www.regencyalbania.com/
mailto:hregencyko@hotmail.com
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  Major Church Activities and Events 
                 

                        February 2017 

                                                                                             
Wed.   1 — Vesperal Liturgy, 7pm:  

Meeting of the Lord 
Thur.   2 — Prayers, 10am: Meeting of the Lord 
Sat.      4  — Health Prayers, 5pm 
Sun.     5  — Liturgy, 10am: Godparent Sunday 
Sat.    11  — Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   12  — Liturgy, 10am 
Sat.    18  — Liturgy, 10am: Soul Saturday 
                — Blessing of Graves, 1pm 
                — Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   19  — Liturgy, 10am 
Sat.    25  — Vespers, 5pm 
Sun.   26  — Liturgy, 10am: Forgiveness Sunday 
     

              ***Great Lent Begins*** 
 

Mon. 27 — Great Canon of St. Andrew, 7pm 
Tues. 28 — Great Canon of St. Andrew, 7pm   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

Ushers’ Schedule 

for Sunday Services 

Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe 

 
 

FEB      5   S. BALTADORI/ I. TSAMBLAKOS 

FEB    12   Nasi PAVLLO / Ardian MILE 

FEB 19   Jim OSWALD / Tomi BENO 

FEB  26   Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE 

MAR   5   Robert KORRA / Lou FOUNDOS 

 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.stnicholasalbanian.org 

                                     
 
 

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church 

181-14 Midland Parkway 

Jamaica Estates, New York 11432 
 
 

Customer Name 

Street Address 

City, State Zip Code 

 

  

 

http://www.stnicholasalbanian.org/

