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Pastor6 s Message
by Fr. Nathan Preston

Several years ago, not too long after | had become a priest, a
friend asked me what it was like to read the s ermon of St. John
Chrysostom at Pascha. Truth be t
response. That first year of learning just how to serve the services
on my own, how to o06do Churché, hact
or energy to ponder what being a priest wa s really like. More then
the insecurities of a novice than the real self - reflection of someone
who can both serve and still somehow pray while serving. However,
| have to say that, though | have long loved this sermon, it has come
to mean more and more to  me each year and at each opportunity |
have the privilege of delivering it as your priest. The words of St.

John speak freedom; they encapsulate so perfectly the joy and
gravity of what we do in Church and what this Feast of feasts
means. | offer them toy ou here for your reflection because | know
that sometimes the demands of Pascha, the distractions of
celebration, make it so that not everyone gets to hear them. As we
sometimes say to each other with a sly wink: the Church is half
empty after the Paschal procession, after the fire so many go home.
Take a look at them now because Holy Pascha is something we
celebrate officially for most of this month of May.

President 0 ¢

by Jim Liolin

Things you should knowé

An internal committee was established to re view the financial
status of the operating funds, our budget and the portfolio accounts.

This was done to better understand where we could save costs and
optimize the investments and strengthen our parish life overall.
Subsequent to the financial review a  permanent committee was set up
to monitor and coordinate with the investment management
company. Committee members are: Comptroller Bill Peters and two
members appointed by the council: Phil Foundos and Nick Filis.

We are actively involved in getting  a management program up and
running called Power Church. This will consolidate the administrative
efforts utilizing a single software program making it easier to manage
the church activities. This program is recommended and has been
financially supported by the Diocese. Lou Foundos, Nick Filis and Bill
Peters are leading the project.

A new website for the church is currently being revised with
todayds technol ogy.
information available that will increase communica
extended community. Damian Peters, Fr. Nathan
are working on this project.

Soon there w
tions among our
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The Resurrection is always timely, and these words always
fitting for us to review.

Paschal Ho mily of St. John Chrysostom
If any man be devout and love God, let him enjoy this

fair and radiant triumphal feast. If any man be a wise servant,

let him rejoicing enter into the joy of his Lord. If any have
labored long in fasting, let him now receive his recompense. If
any have wrought from the first hour, let him today receive his

just reward. If any have come at the  third hour, let him with

Continued on Page5

During the year we had several repairs done: the lift needed
repairs. Changes in the bu ilding regulations required us to meet
new codes with the emergency lighting within the church
costing $5000; the window wells around the outside of the
church needed new iron gratings for safety; the AC needed to be
repaired. As the building approaches 45 years old more updates
will be needed. The Council has approved a 1 - 3- 5 year building
structure review to stay ahead and avoid major repair surprises.
Tomi Beno will lead this review project.

The Orthodox Post is available in the Albanian language. | tis
available in the Church fellowship hall. If you have not seen it
pl ease |l et me knowé. we wil!.l be

Jance, Bill Peters, and translators Tina Korra, and Tomi Beno
have been doing a great job.

| can go on but it will fil | too many pages. So in future
messages | will update you on what is happening. If you want to
help in the areas mentioned above contact a person on that
project. Please stay in touch by coming to church and reading
The Orthodox POST.

Look at the calendar dMot her 6s Day May 11.
with Mom.
Looking to June 8 St. Nicholas Picnic on Father s6Day June 15t.
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KENDI SHQIP
(The Albanian Corner)

by A. Llupa Maj, 2014

Kété muaj po japim disa fjalé té urta nga libri i Salomonit, birit té
Davidit, mbret i Izraelit.

Qéllimi i fialévé té urta

| urti do té dégjojé dhe do té rrité dituriné e tij; njeriu i zgjuar do
té pérvetesoje késhilla té urta pér té kuptuar njé fjali dhe njé
enigmé, fjalét e té urtéve dhe théniet e tyre. Frika e Zotit éshté
fillimi i njohjes, por njerzit e paménd pér¢cmojné dituriné dhe
arsimin. Nxitje g€ u d rejtohen té rinjve:

Bindju prindérve

Dégjo, o biri im mésimet e atit ténd dhe mos i Iér pas dore
mésimet e nénés sate, sepse jané njé nur qé zbukuron kokén
ténde dhe njé stoli né gafén ténde.

Shmangu nga shogéria e kege

Biri im, né qofté se mékatarétd  uan té té& mashtrojné, mos prano;

nt qoftz+ se thon=*: OEja me ne
derdhur gjak; i ngritm gracka t
kapérdimé té gjallé ashtu si Sheoli, térésisht si ata qé zbresin né
gropé; ne do gjejmé lloj -1l o] pasuri sh t £ -
mbushim sht+pit+x tona me pla-ka

pjesén ténde me ne, dhe té gjithé ne do té& kemi njé gese té
vet meéd, biri mos shko
shtegu i tyre, sepse kémbét e tyre tur  ren drejt sé keges dhe ata
nxitojné té derdhin gjak. Shtrihet mé kot rrjeta pérpara ¢do lloj
zogu, kéta kurdisin prita kundér gjakut té vet dhe ngrené kurthe
kundér veté jetés sé tyre. Té tilla jané rrugét e ¢do njeriu té etur

pér pasuri; ajo ia heq jetén  atyre qé e kané.

i m, me t a

Ruaje zemrén ténde
Ruaje zemrén ténde me shumé kujdes, sepse nga ajo dalin
burimet e jetés. Hig doré nga e folura me hile dhe largo prej teje
buzét e coroditura. Syté e tu le té shohin drejt dhe gepallat e tua
té synojné para. Sheshoje sh tegun e kémbéve té tua, dhe té
gjitha rrugét e tua qofshin té caktuara miré. Mos u shmang as né
té djathté, as né té majté; largoju nga e keqja.

Continued on Page 5

Daughterso Corne

by Linda Foundos

Our Paschal celebrations all went beautifully! The
Daughters, led by Tina Peters, did a splendid job of hosting
our annual Pancake Breakfast on Palm Sunday. So many
volunteered to part icipate with shopping, cooking & serving
and did a wonderful job for which we are so grateful. On Good
Friday ng, the Daughters, I
st na Peters, so beau:
r the Lamentation Services.

mor ni
art.i Ti
epitaphion in preparation fo
A heartfelt thank you to Dr. Anna Kohen, President of
the Al banian American Women & slearO
friend of St. Nicholas, for her most generous donation of a
variety of books in Albanian on literature, history & ma
other subject matters and issues of Shpresa Magazine. Please
do take advantage of this wonderful gift.

co

ny

There wildl be a Daughters?d
18, We hope to see you at our ar
We wish you a HAPPY ADEthER

your mother; show her your love each & every day of the year
because the years go by much too quickly!

ST. NICHOLASCHURCH PICNIC
FATHERS 8dSUDNBAY, JUNE 18"

SAVE THE DATE!
PLAN ON COMING TO THIS FUN EVENT

Mot her sd Da
Sunday, May 11"
Come and Celebrate

Come One, Come All!!!
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Mends Club Successful Pool Event

On Friday, March 28, 2014 we had the second St. Ni chol as A
Nicholas Church.

It was the first annual Pool Championship, with Leonard Ndreu and Vinny Buonincontro the first time winners of the
Tournament. We had 32 players in a single game elimination event. This was our version of sweet 16 play, and sweet

it was!!

Fun was had by all. We enjoyed great company, friendly but very competitive play and shared pizza and laughs. The
only thing missing were the girls cheering on their teams.

Pl ease |l ook for the next announcement from the Mends Club
EVERYONE to join in the excitement.

Thanks to all who attended and helped out from the St. Ni chol as Al banian Mends CI (
If you would Ilike to | earn more about the Mendés Club and

llia, Edi, Berti, Nasi, Emil, Tomi, Andrea, Landi, lzzy.

ur learn
hat key
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Orthodox Natural
Church Development

The committee was tasked to identify two or three key opportunigishesil f or
help bring us closer to realizi  ng our goal of being a spiritual beacon to all of our members and the broader community we live in.

Process:
The following is a brief review of the process we followed as outlined by the guidelines of the Orthodox Natural Church Devel opment
program appro ved by the Church Board.
T Through the survey questionnaire of the community we were ablegto i
Leadership. We also felt that by focusing on this critical area it would affect many of the programs an d activities that we engage in
as a Church on a regular basis.
1  We then set up 7 focus groups and asked all the groups the same 12 questions to gain an understanding of how we as a
community view our Church and leaders.
1 From these focus groups the team cam e together to identify what the community felt were the biggest areas of opportunity and
concern.
T Through |l istening to everyoneds comments we all realized the sttrong
Nicholas and each other.
1 Fromt his sense of unity and focus the team was energized as we worked through the process of choosing which top two or three
areas among all the action items we reviewed would be our recommendations to the board as our next steps.
Wins along the way :

1 During the 18 month period since the process began, we as a community have seen many signs of change and increased
involvement from a broad group of people.

A Paying off the loan
A Changes in the Sunday School process
A First Youth group meeting in years
A Theestablishment of a Mends Cl ub
T Clearly ités not our intention to say the Orthodox Natural Chubuth L
more a mention that many of the above wins were items identified by the majority of comments during the vario us focus groups as

areas for change.
Key Findings & Learnings
1  Leadership:

0 The Priestds role needs to evolve to one of taking on greater
the various ministries with greater spiritual focus.
1  Training & Mentoring:
U The current leaders need to establish a more structured process of bringing on new people in leadership roles for the
various ministries by improving our training and mentoring process to provide the needed support as people take on new
roles.
1  Communication:
U We need to improve all aspects of how, what and when we communicate all the activities we as a community are involved

in.
1  Religious education:
U Every focus group expressed a strong desire to learn more about our religion. Due to the n ature of our Church being a
commuter Church it was recommended that we set up small |l ocal

in homes throughout the community and the year.

As a result, the team has identified the following two action items to help bring to life the Empowering Leadership minimum factor.
Action items:
1 Seek out individuals by 9/1/2014 to lead the establishment and begin the planning by 12/31/2014 for the following Ministries:
0  Sunday School
o0  Teen Youth Group
0  Adult Educati on
o  Development of a Church Face Book Page
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1  Establish a comprehensive data base management process for collecting all relevant contact information by 9/1/2014. Leverage
the data base to create custom groups to more effectively communicate and distribute

o  The Orthodox Post

0  Weekly Communications

0o Web Site awareness. (Letting everyone know itds been
of Saint Nicholas Activities).

o  Special needs & (to be able to reach the community if we have special guests or other important information to be
communicated on short notice).

The Orthodox Natural Church Development team will be reaching out to everyone in the community through individual

updated

discussions/requests after church services and through the Post fo r us all to get involved and share your gifts with the Church to help make

us stronger.

Respectfully,
The Orthodox Natural Church Development Committee.
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deprived thereof. If any have delayed until the ninth hour, let him draw near, fearing nothing. If any have tarried even unti

as the first; he gives rest unto him who comes at the eleventh hour, even as unto him who has wrought from the first hour.

And he shows mercy upon the last, and cares for the first; and to the one he gives, and upon the other he bestow
gifts. And he both accepts the deeds, and welcomes the intention, and honors the acts and praises the offering. Wherefore,
enter you all into the joy of your Lord; and receive your reward, both the first, and likewise the second. You rich and poor
togeth er, hold high festival. You sober and you heedless, honor the day. Rejoice today, both you who have fasted and you who
have disregarded the fast. The table is full - laden; feast ye all sumptuously. The calf is fatted; let no one go hungry away.

Enjoy ye all the feast of faith: Receive ye all the riches of loving - kindness. Let no one bewail his poverty, for the
universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep for his iniquities, for pardon has shown forth from the grave. Let no on
fear death, forthe Sav i or 8s death has set us free. He that was held pri
made Hell captive. He embittered it when it tasted of His flesh. And Isaiah, foretelling this, did cry: Hell, said he, was
embittered, when it enco  untered Thee in the lower regions. It was embittered, for it was abolished. It was embittered, for it was
mocked. It was embittered, for it was slain. It was embittered, for it was overthrown. It was embittered, for it was fettered
chains. It took a bod y, and met God face to face. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took that which was seen, and fell
upon the unseen.

O Death, where is your sting? O Hell, where is your victory? Christ is risen, and you are overthrown. Christ is risen, and
the demons are fallen. Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice. Christ is risen, and life reigns. Christ is risen, and not one dead
remains in the grave. For Christ, being risen from the dead, is become the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. To H
be glo ry and dominion unto ages of ages. Amen.

thankfulness keep the feast. If any have arrived at the sixth hour, let him have no misgivings; because he shall in nowise be

eleventh hour, let him, also, be not alarmed at his tardiness; for the Lord, who is jealous of his honor, will accept the last even

| the

e
son

KENDI SHQIP T continued from Page 2

Gjéra té neveritshme pér Zotin

Zoti i urren kéto gjashté gjéra, madje shtaté jané té neveritshme pér t&; syté tinzaré, gjuhé génjeshtare, duar gé derdhin gja
té pafajshém, zemra gé kurdisin plane té kéqija, kémbé gé turren shpejt drejt sé keges, déshmitarét e rremé gé thoné
génjeshtra d he ata gé shtien grindje midis véllezérve.

Eshté né shesht Peréndija,

Ajy qé ka miré siné

Secili do mund ta njohé,

Ka Perendindé e tx mirat,

Po sde mbul o]j e padija,

Edhe kush ka djallézine,

Njeri tek do mund tda shohzt.
Ka djallé e ligésirat.

a
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Pascha Season Celebrations

Many Church Services and Celebratio ns highlighted the activities of
Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Pascha!!!

PALM SUNDAY

HOLY WEEK
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GOOD FRIDAY




