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Pastor’s Message
by Fr. Nathan Preston

There were, when I worked at the shelter, certain
maxims—ideas needing to be remembered—to help one throughout
the day and throughout the job. And the longer I worked there, after
the sheen of novelty had long worn from my tasks, and as more
responsibility was handed over to me, particularly that responsibility
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of which I needed routinely to be reminded and to remind was quite
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simple: “To walk through those doors is an act of bravery,” those
doors being the front doors of our building off a side street in
downtown Newark. And though the bravery referred to might be
thought to be that of the staff, who so often endured thankless
abuse and long hours and minimal tangible reward, the real
commendation of this phrase was for that bravery of the young
people who were our clients. It took guts to walk through those
doors. It was an act of bravery to come for the first time into the
crisis shelter because to do so meant that one was seeking help,
needed it. This admission of need was an act of courage and of
faith. For us who staffed the place, it was a sacred trust, a
commitment that such nakedness and vulnerability must be met by
discipline’s hard-fought change, yes, but never apart from charity
and compassion and, when we could muster it, that gentleness
needed to greet the broken.
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My life now as your priest is differently frenzied than it was
before. The fights I have to break up are not physical; the food and
welfare to be expended not always so immediate; the case planning,
though, is sometimes quite similar. There are not so many
unexpected knocks on the doors of our Church, not so many people
walking in for the first time. Most of us are, one way or another,
regulars. But what I yet must remind myself still is that entry here,
too, is a brave act. At least, it should be because for us to come to
Church and to appear in this place is not only a commitment of our
time, a commitment often of our resources and finances, it must be
a commitment also of our need. Church is a place for us to be
denuded of what we think are our virtues and strengths as we try to
meet with God, He Who is the source of all true virtue and strength.
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Daughters’ Corner
By Linda Foundos

A Daughters meeting was held on September 14 th;
we discussed some of the church needs and began
organizing for our annual Flea Market/Bake Sale
scheduled to take place on November 1st & 2nd. After
your fall clean-up at your own homes, you may begin
to bring your items for sale in clean, good condition
on Sunday, October 19th.
In the next couple weeks, we will be asking for
volunteers to help with pricing and working the sale

Our Church School is changing in some exciting

weekend. Please see Joanne Heiser or Linda Foundos

ways. Parents, please be sure to take a look at the

to offer your time. Tina Peters is in charge of the Bake

information below so that you children can take part.

Sale; she will be asking for your help to donate baked
goods for sale, etc. This is a major fund raising effort

*Church School will meet on the first Sunday of

for the Daughters; we ask that you please help us

each month and start at 10am. All children from

make this a success. It is said that “one man’s junk is

Kindergarten to 5th Grade are invited.

another man’s treasure.” Our regular customers
especially look forward to our event. There are always

*Nursery School will meet on the second and fourth

wonderful bargains to be had!

Sundays of each month and start at 10:30am. All

Please see Christina Liolin if you would like to

children four years old and under are invited to

participate in our Coffee Hostess rotation, or host a

attend.

special Sunday. You may also see Christina if you
would like to make a meshe for services periodically

*Please be on time so that your kids don’t miss out!

or a special Sunday. A heartfelt thank you to all of you

For more information, please get in touch with Fr.

that already participate. It certainly contributes in a

Nathan or take a look at the bulletin board halfway

very nice way to life at St. Nicholas. Your generosity is

down the stairs. See you in Sunday School!

very much appreciated.

t

FLEA MARKET & BAKE SALE
November 1st & Novemebr 2nd
Saturday

(10am-5pm)

& Sunday

(12noon-4pm)
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COME ALL!!!!
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Community News


- by Linda Foundos

Our deepest sympathy to Nasi and Thea Pavlo on the recent falling asleep in the Lord of his mother/Thea’s
grandmother, Julia Qirko, in Tirane. May her memory be eternal.



Our deepest sympathy to Vitori & Mitro Mertiri and family on the passing of her mother, Marika Vlashi. Marika
leaves behind a wonderful legacy of so many that loved her. Members of Marika’s family accompanied her body
back to Albania where she was laid to rest. I perjetshim kujtimi.



May God bless Amanda Alla who was recently baptized. We welcome Amanda into the faith. Best wishes to her
parents Ana & Ermir Alla and Amanda’s Godparents, Helena & Dhimitraq Cati.



FLEA MARKET/BAKE SALE, November 1st & 2nd. Remember to turn back the clock that weekend as it is the end of
daylight savings time.

Pastor’s Message –

Continued from Page 1

If we come to Church in any other state of mind or seeking any other role than supplicant or patient or penitent
or beggar, we had best to have gone elsewhere. Our roster of members contains only those who are being saved,
i.e., those who have not yet made it and are ready to be helped. Our ranks are the roll call of the needy.
It’s hard for us sometimes to understand worship: what we do in Church and what we should be doing in
our lives of prayer and faith outside of Church. It’s hard for a number of reasons. We know well that our parish
needs us and needs things from us: finances, attention, the work of our volunteering, and, most elusive of all,
our precious time. These are real obligations for a real flesh and blood community. But what we cannot afford to
do is to slip into thinking that, because we are needed, we are somehow removed from our most basic place—
needing. Three different statements in three of the different Gospels proclaim but one message: Christ did not
come for the righteous or the good, not for the upright or helpful, not for the successful, the unsuccessful, or
those hoping to find success, He came for sinners; He came for the desperate and grasping. And, if we dare to
think truthfully, we are those sinners and weak ones. We are the needy. Anything that pretends at something else
is a robbery, stealing from us that one brave act that is ours to perform: to enter these doors of prayer and come
into this place of faith with hope and need and expectation that God will receive us, the bold and broken.

General Parish Meeting
Sunday, October

19th,

Participate in Important

after Liturgy

Come to the Meeting!!!!!

Church Business


Sunday School



Religious Education



Events & Activities



Fundraising Plans



Financial Review



Archdiocese & OCA News
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Pledge Program for 2015

October and November is the period of our Annual Pledge Campaign. This is when we in the St. Nicholas
Parish Community indicate our expected level of financial support for the next year. We do this by praying
and considering our own lives at St. Nicholas; determining the financial giving we expect to make in 2015;
indicating it on a Pledge Card; and returning the Pledge Card to church.
Pledge Program letters are currently being mailed to the St. Nicholas Community. As we look into 2015,
we see a need to cover expenses of approximately $145,000. Last year, more than 100 families made a
Pledge. Most pledges were in the $500 to $3000 range. We ask you to consider making a generous Pledge.
Please consider increasing your Pledge over last year’s amount or making a first time Pledge for 2015.
The Pledge Campaign will end on Sunday December 7th at our St. Nicholas Day Celebration when all the
pledges received to date will be blessed at the end of the liturgy, in a special prayer of joyous thanksgiving.
Pledges can be put in the collection basket or mailed to the office as soon as you've filled them out. Please do
this as soon as possible.
We appreciate your continued generosity and it is your spiritual, physical, and monetary support that
maintains St. Nicholas here for us to gather together as one community.

2015 Pledge Program - Questions and Answers

Q. Does my pledge really matter?
A. Absolutely! Your pledge is a vital sign of your commitment to the church. Like individuals, the church cannot
make a budget without knowing what its income will be. More profoundly, your pledge – as an act of giving back to
God – is a tangible sign of your gratitude in response to God’s grace.
Q. But I always put an offering in the plate. Isn’t that the same thing?
A. Plate offerings are always welcome, but they’re widely variable, and the church needs to plan. Without a Pledge
Card, Pledge Envelop, and related member account, you will not get credit for your donations.
Q. What is proportional and intentional giving?
A. The Church asks us to recognize the Biblical tithe, 10% of our income, as a standard to which to aspire in our giving.
Few people, however, are likely to start tithing all at once. Realistically, most of us may not be in a place to tithe and
the 10% standard can seem out of reach. Proportional and intentional giving refers to the private process each of us
makes to prayerfully designate some percentage of our income to the church. As we each grow in our spiritual journey
we will likely find our percentage increasing, even if we start at one or two percent. When we no longer give to the
church whatever we have left over after all of our other expenses – but take a percentage of our income off the top
from the beginning for the church – we are being intentional and proportional in our giving.
Q. If I have a very modest income, wouldn’t a proportional pledge be too small to make a difference?
A. No pledge amount is too small to make a difference in the parish if it makes a difference to you and the way you
live your life.
Q. There are many worthy charities to which I make gifts. How should St. Nicholas factor in?
A. We appreciate that so many of St. Nicholas members support a variety of worthy causes. But consider these two
points: As an organization the parish is a small entity. Our parish is almost entirely dependent on the generosity and
support of its members both past and present. We do not receive grants from outside sources like many charities.
Without the support of all its members the St. Nicholas would not exist. Secondly, and more profoundly, stewardship
is not about philanthropy and fund- raising. Stewardship for Christians is about the spiritual journey of giving back
what we already acknowledge to be God’s grace, given to us abundantly and freely, in our lives.
Q. What does the church do with the money we receive?
A. The Church pays for all our clergy, ministries and programs. Activities include worship, pastoral care, music, youth
ministry, all our Sunday school and adult education programs, stewardship and outreach to the wider community. Also
the Church pays for the utilities, insurance as well as building and grounds maintenance. This is the time when we, as
a community, review our commitments to staff, and to programs to sustain and further develop these ministries for a
new year. Without pledges we are unable to make these commitments.

The Orthodox Post

Page 6

THE VENERABLE JOHN (KOUKOUZELIS) – THE HYNOGRAPHER OF MT. ATHOS, ALBANIA Commemorated on October 1st

(Reading and Icon courtesy of OCA Website)

Saint John Koukouzelis, a native of Dirrachia (Bulgaria), was orphaned in childhood.
Endowed with a very fine voice, he entered the Constantinople court school. He found
favor with the emperor John Comnenos (1118-1143) and became a chief court singer.
The sumptuousness and luxury of the imperial court bothered the pious youth. Once,
when asked what he had eaten for dinner, he replied, “Beans and peas.” The name
Koukouzelis

(beans

and

peas)

stuck

with

him

ever

after.

John began to seek ways to escape the enticements of the court, as well as a marriage
arranged for him by the emperor. By the will of God, John met an igumen from Mt.
Athos who had come to Constantinople on monastery business. John revealed to the
Elder his desire to leave the court. The Elder blessed John to come to the Holy
Mountain.

There

John

was

accepted

and

tonsured

a

monk.

He was given the obedience of tending the monastery’s flock of goats. He took the
flock to remote areas of the Holy Mountain to graze. There in the wilderness the youth
was able to to pray, contemplate God, and sing the divine hymns in solitude. Charmed
by the angelic beauty of his voice, the animals gathered around him and listened as
though entranced.
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pastoral song and informed the igumen. St John then revealed to the
igumen that he had been a court singer. He tearfully implored him to
journeyed to Constantinople to explain what had become of John and begged him not to hinder the young man from his salvific
remain in the wilderness with his flock.
path.

court singer was on the Holy Mountain and force him to return to court. Wishing to avoid the emperor’s displeasure the igumen

Thereafter John Koukouzelis sang on the right cleros in the cathedral on Sundays and feastdays. Once, after singing an Akathist
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The Mother of God appeared to St John again and healed him of a grievous affliction of his legs, caused by the long standing in
church. St John’s remaining days were spent in intense ascetic efforts. He also worked hard on the discipline of church singing,
gaining

the

title

of

both

master

teacher

and

regent

(overseer).
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Foreseeing the hour of his death, St John took his leave of the brethren, and in his last wishes bade them to bury him in the

works she placed into John’s hand a golden coin, then became
invisible. This coin was placed beneath the icon. Many miracles have
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MAJOR
IN the
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“Koukouzelissa” in memory of St John is located in the Lavra
monastery of St Athanasius. It is commemorated on October 1, and on
the 10th Friday after Pascha.

Church of the Archangel that he built. Church singers reverence St John Koukouzelis as their own special patron saint.

The Mother of God appeared to St John again and healed him of a
grievous affliction of his legs, caused by the long standing in church.
St John’s remaining days were spent in intense ascetic efforts. He also
worked hard on the discipline of church singing, gaining the title of
both master teacher and regent (overseer).
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Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church
Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.

Tell the Merchant that you are from St, Nicholas Church and
saw their Ad in the Church’s Monthly Newsletter!!!
For New Ads Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252

SABITA J. BALL00, EA
____________________
Income Tax Services

117-10 Jamaica Avenue

Tel: 718-846-6525

Richmond Hill, NY 11418

Fax: 718-846-0663

sabitaballoo@aol.com
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Regency Hotel - Korca
Tel:
355.82.243867/8/9
www.regencyalbania.com
hregencyko@hotmail.com
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Bruni Electric
Frank Meta
37-24 24th Street,
Long Island City, NY 11101
Office: 718-729-0700 Cell: 917-662-1433
email: Metaeva@yahoo.com
Proprietor: Frank Meta

ROLANDO MECHANICAL CORP
PIPING & HEATING REPAIR
LICENCED MASTER PLUMBER
Cell: (917) 750-1056
Tel: (718) 606-1282/1926
Fax: (718) 606-2034

ROLAND HYSENAS
36-01 20th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11105

BENO GROUP, LLC
Real Estate Investments
Phone: (917) 952-9252
Fax:

Litras Funeral Home
Bernard F. Dowd and Tracy B. Dowd
83-15 Parsons Boulevard
Jamaica, New York 11434
718 658-4434

(516) 320- 8023

Email: tom@benogroup.net
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Major Church Activities and Events
Vespers every Saturday at 5:00 p.m.

Ushers’ Schedule
for Sunday Services
Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe

October 11, 18 and 25 (except Oct 04)
Wed, Oct 01: Prayers, 11:00 a.m.;
Protection of the Theotokos
Sat, Oct 04:

Orthodox Education Day
at St. Vladimir’s

Sun, Oct 05: Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Mon, Oct 06: 17th Annual Golf Outing –

Oct 05:

Andrea KUTALI / John JANCE

Oct 12:

Robert KORRA / Lou FOUNDOS

Oct 19:

Roland LLUPA / Edi SERA

Oct 26:

Ilia LUKA / Bill PETERS’

Nov 02:

Stefan BALTADORI / Izzy TSAMBLAKOS

Town of Oyster Bay Golf Course-11a.m.
Sun, Oct 12: Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Mon, Oct 13: Parish Council Meeting, 7 p.m.
Sun, Oct 19: Liturgy, 10 am; General Meeting
Mon, Oct 20: Jamaica Estates Meeting
Fri, Oct 24:

Prayers, 11:00 a.m.;

Visit us at:

www.stnicholasalbanian.org

“Joy of All” Icon
Sun, Oct 26:

We’re on the Web!

Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.; St. Demetrios

Sat-Sun, Nov 1 & 2: Flea Market and Bake Sale

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway
Jamaica Estates, New York 11432

Customer Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

