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probably recall Fr. Basil, his lively joy and undying enthusiasm, being

service for my grandfather, who passed away last winter. It was the
first opportunity we had to come together, stragglers from distant
states so many of us, and to join our memories in honor, thanks, and
love. This coming November, I must go back to Ohio for some
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important Church meetings, and I have set aside a day after the bustle

am allowed to spend with children and young people. Kids are

and stress of that conference to return once again to visit my

fearless; they are willing to risk the perception of ignorance in

grandparents and say the prayers over their grave. It is an important

order to satisfy their curiosity. Children ask me the hard

thing for me, whether with others or alone, to stand and chant these

questions ignoring the adult exchange of customary pleasantries,

songs of life in cemetery stillness. And it is a great solace of our faith

and kids ask me about death. It occupies a prominent place in

and tradition that we have tools such as these to cope. Loss, death’s

their young imaginations. These young people also do not

theft of life, is never easy.

hesitate to call a bad answer bad or dismiss a shallow reply as

When I travel from home to home visiting, I look forward to many

insufficient. So I have learned a little about death and fear and

things: the undeniably generous hospitality that is the pride of every

hope and life, enough at least to satisfy my smallest inquisitors.

family, the conversations I can finally have that have been missed in

For us Christians, the answer to these yawning, jagged questions

coffee hour’s turbulent rush, noting the growth of children and

of death and loss is love. Simply put, there is no end to it.

grandchildren, the swelling of parents’ pride to relate. I love going to
all these places, seeing all of you, but I particularly relish the time I

President’s Message

Continued on Page 7

In October, the Pledge Program Campaign for 2013 begins.
Letters, information and Pledge Cards are being mailed to both

by Bill Peters

those who made a Pledge in 2012 and those other families who
are a part of the St. Nicholas Church Community but who did

September and October are very busy at St. Nicholas!!!

not Pledge last year.

On Sunday, December 9th at the St.

Nicholas Day Celebration, the Pledges will be blessed in the
In September, Church School has begun, so please bring your children

spirit of thanksgiving. Please make a generous Pledge and give

to Church regularly, so they can participate in this very important

in your filled Pledge Card as soon as possible. More information

education activity.

is provided on Page 3.

Another Annual Church Golf Outing was held.

It was a social and

financial success.

Preparations are underway for our Flea Market and Bake Sale
which is a major church activity. It will be held on Saturday and
Sunday, November 3rd & 4th.

The Annual Albanian Archdiocese Assembly was held. It addressed the

raising event.

spiritual and business matters of the Archdiocese.

VOLUNTEER,

We had 4

representatives at the meetings.

It is both a social and a fund

Parishioner help is very much needed!
PLEASE

CONTACT

ggsutter@aol.com or 516-671-8071.

Linda

Foundos

TO
at

More information is

described in the “Daughters’” column and the Ad on page 2.
The Orthodox Church in America (OCA) held meetings of the
Metropolitan Council, which we are a part, to address OCA business

Your participation in Church life is important. We look forward

matters.

to seeing you and your family in Church.

Major business included final preparation for the OCA All-

American Council being held November 13th
Metropolitan for the OCA.

which will elect a new
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DAUGHTERS’ CORNER

KENDI SHQIP

by Linda Foundos

(The Albanian Corner)

The Daughters held a meeting following services
on Sunday, September 23rd. Fr. Nathan thanked the
Daughters for the new altar robes that had been
ordered & are now in use. Plans were initiated to
recognize

the

100th

anniversary

of

Albania’s

independence with a luncheon.
A service will be held on Saturday, October 20th,

by A. Llupa

Tetor, 2012

to remember the souls of our dearly departed. The
service is followed by a pot luck meal and a visitt to

Këtë muaj po japim lutjen e Shën Simon Metafrastës dhe një pjesë

the cemetery.

të shkurtër nga vjersha “Varfëria “ e Naimit

Keep in mind Saturday & Sunday, November 3rd &
4th for our annual Flea Market/Bake Sale. You may

“ Ti që me dëshirë me jep trupin tënd si ushqim, Ti që si zjarr

begin to bring your donated items on Sunday,

zhduk atë që nuk është i vlefshëm,

October 21st which is 2 weekends prior to our sale,

Më kurse mua, O krijuesi im; Kalo në të gjitha pjesët e trupit,

but please do not bring any furniture items until the

Nëpër gjymtyrë, në mendimet dhe në zemrën time.

following weekend as the hall will be in use.

Digji gjëmbat e mëkateve të mija; M’a pastro shpirtin dhe më
kthjello mendimet.

Flea Market & Bake Sale
Saturday & Sunday

November 3rd & 4th

Ma forco trupin; Më ndriço shqisat.
Më bëj të të kem frikë; Gjithmonë më jep strehë, më mbro dhe
Më mbaj larg nga çdo veprim dhe çdo fjalë që ma shkatërron
shpirtin,
Më bëj të zgjuar, më pastro dhe më kontrollo fjalët; Më duaj, më
mëso, dhe më hap sytë,
Më trego si të bëhem tempull vetëm i shpirtit tënd dhe asnjëherë
i mëkatit,
Le të largohet menjëherë nga shpirti im çdo veprim dhe pasion i
lig
Duke të bërë ty pjesë të trupit tim dhe përmes kungimit tënd.
Si lidhje, unë sjell tek ty të gjithë Shenjtorët, engjëjt, dhe aposujt
e mënçur,
Dhe përveç këtyre të sjell Nënen tënde të paster dhe të zgjuar.
Pranoji lutjet e tyre, Krishti im, pse ti je i dhëmshur,
Bëje shërbëtorin tënd të sjellë dritë:
Sepse vetëm Ti, Ati i mirë, je shenjtërimi dhe pastërtija e shpirtit
tonë,
Dhe ty, O Zot i gjithfuqishëm, përditë të thurim lavde.”
Varfëria
…Sa jemi shqiptarë,
Bes’është Perendija
Kemi gjithë një besë,
Per gjithë Shqipëtarët,

Save the Date
and

Get Ready to Help!!!

Jemi gjithë nje farë,
Edhe vëllazërija,
Dhe rrojmë me një shpresë,
Urtësija, të mbarë t,
S’jemi kurrë të ndarë.
Fe është njerëzia.
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Pledge Program for 2013
October and November is the period of our Annual Pledge Campaign. This is when we in the St. Nicholas
Parish Community indicate our expected level of financial support for the next year. We do this by praying and
considering our own lives at St. Nicholas;

determining the financial giving we expect to make in 2013;

indicating it on a Pledge Card; and returning the Pledge Card to church.
Pledge Program letters are currently being mailed to the St. Nicholas Community. As we look into 2013, we
see a need to cover expenses of approximately $145,000. Last year, more than 100 families made a Pledge.
Most pledges were in the $500 to $3000 range. We ask you to consider making a generous Pledge. Please
consider increasing your Pledge over last year’s amount or making a first time Pledge for 2013.
The Pledge Campaign will end on Sunday December 9th at our St. Nicholas Day Celebration when all the
pledges received to date will be blessed at the end of the liturgy, in a special prayer of joyous thanksgiving.
Pledges can be put in the collection basket or mailed to the office as soon as you've filled them out. Please do
this as soon as possible.
We appreciate your continued generosity and it is your spiritual, physical, and monetary support that
maintains St. Nicholas here for us to gather together as one community.

2012 Pledge Program - Questions and Answers
Q. Does my pledge really matter?
A. Absolutely! Your pledge is a vital sign of your commitment to the church. Like individuals, the church cannot make a
budget without knowing what its income will be. More profoundly, your pledge – as an act of giving back to God – is a
tangible sign of your gratitude in response to God’s grace.
Q. But I always put an offering in the plate. Isn’t that the same thing?
A. Plate offerings are always welcome, but they’re widely variable, and the church needs to plan. Without a Pledge
Card, Pledge Envelop, and related member account, you will not get credit for your donations.
Q. What is proportional and intentional giving?
A. The Church asks us to recognize the Biblical tithe, 10% of our income, as a standard to which to aspire in our giving.
Few people, however, are likely to start tithing all at once. Realistically, most of us may not be in a place to tithe and
the 10% standard can seem out of reach. Proportional and intentional giving refers to the private process each of us
makes to prayerfully designate some percentage of our income to the church. As we each grow in our spiritual journey
we will likely find our percentage increasing, even if we start at one or two percent. When we no longer give to the
church whatever we have left over after all of our other expenses – but take a percentage of our income off the top from
the beginning for the church – we are being intentional and proportional in our giving.
Q. If I have a very modest income, wouldn’t a proportional pledge be too small to make a difference?
A. No pledge amount is too small to make a difference in the parish if it makes a difference to you and the way you live
your life.
Q. There are many worthy charities to which I make gifts. How should St. Nicholas factor in?
A. We appreciate that so many of St. Nicholas members support a variety of worthy causes. But consider these two
points: As an organization the parish is a small entity. Our parish is almost entirely dependent on the generosity and
support of its members both past and present. We do not receive grants from outside sources like many charities.
Without the support of all its members the St. Nicholas would not exist. Secondly, and more profoundly, stewardship is
not about philanthropy and fund- raising. Stewardship for Christians is about the spiritual journey of giving back what we
already acknowledge to be God’s grace, given to us abundantly and freely, in our lives.
Q. What does the church do with the money we receive?
A. The Church pays for all our clergy, ministries and programs. Activities include worship, pastoral care, music, youth
ministry, all our Sunday school and adult education programs, stewardship and outreach to the wider community. Also the
Church pays for the utilities, insurance as well as building and grounds maintenance. This is the time when we, as a
community, review our commitments to staff, and to programs to sustain and further develop these ministries for a new
year. Without pledges we are unable to make these commitments.
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St. Nicholas Shines on our 15th Golf Outing
Once again great weather and a grand group of golfers and diners made our 15th Annual Golf Outing a great success. The day started at
10:30 am with the working crew doing set-up and getting ready for the golfers. As the golfers kept checking in, they received the
“goodies”: golf balls, cigars and some sustenance candy, and water. The call to get on the golf carts came at 12:15 p.m. and shortly
thereafter, the carts started rolling out to their designated holes.
With the sun shining upon us, the challenge to hit that little ball accurately was evasive as always, but then golfers only remember the
times when they strike the golf ball…well. The other times, the strokes just add to the score. The golfers returned to the beautiful
clubhouse at the Woodlands Restaurant located on the course with beautiful views all around for drinks and dinner. Several of our Church
members joined us for dinner. Nasi Pavllo brought a beautiful fruit basket from Baldor Specialties.
After drinks and dinner, we announced the Scramble Golf Score winners Jim Oswald, Terry Carey, Carlo Malasko and Jameson Malasko
with the lowest score of 61. Closest to the pin was Nino Pjietri, longest drive Archie Erbelli. They all received a box of Callaway Balls for
their skill on the course. Then we followed with a grand raffle with many prizes and lady luck smiled on Damian Peters who won the best
prize, a set of Callaway Irons, while others waited. All in all, it turned out to be a great success as a golf function with fellowship galore and
also a very successful fundraiser. Everyone left with great compliments for a day of fun and enjoyment.
We want to thank all our helpers who set up the registration first and foremost , Linda Foundos, Tina Peters, Ruth Malasko, Donna
Oswald, and Christine Beno. Then, Tina Peters for doing a great job selling raffles.
The biggest thanks goes to Donna Oswald for doing a great amount of the work to put this event together--- thanks Donna for a job
well done.
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Missionary Presentation on Albania

Sunday, October 21st after Liturgy

Come to our Meeting!!!!!
Important business of the St. Nicholas
Parish will be discussed, including: Building
Improvement Project, Sunday School and
Albanian Class, Adult Religious Education,
Church Finances, Social Activities, and
Daughters’ of St. Nicholas activities

About 50 Parishioners gathered on Sunday, September 16th after
Liturgy to listen to a presentation about the growth of the Church of
Albania. The presentation was made by Sandro Margheritino who is
in his second year of study at St. Vladimir's Seminary. As both a
student and a member of an OCMC short-term mission team, he
travelled to Albania this summer to work and to learn. He was
accompanied by his wife Anna Edelman-Margheritino.
The Parishioners enjoyed the seeing the many photos of churches
in Albania and hearing about the experiences on their visits to
Albanian cities and towns.
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ST. DEMETRIUS - Commemorated on October 26th
The Great Martyr Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher of Thessalonica was the
son of a Roman proconsul in Thessalonica. Three centuries had elapsed
and Roman paganism, spiritually shattered and defeated by the multitude
of martyrs and confessors of the Savior, intensified its persecutions. The
parents of St Demetrius were secretly Christians, and he was baptized
and raised in the Christian Faith in a secret church in his father's home.
By the time Demetrius had reached maturity and his father had died, the
emperor Galerius Maximian had ascended the throne. Maximian,
confident in Demetrius' education as well as his administrative and
military abilities, appointed him to his father's position as proconsul of the
Thessalonica district. The main tasks of this young commander were to
defend the city from barbarians and to eradicate Christianity. The
emperor's policy regarding Christians was expressed simply, "Put to
death anyone who calls on the name of Christ." The emperor did not
suspect that by appointing Demetrius he had provided a way for him to
lead
many
people
to
Christ.
Accepting the appointment, Demetrius returned to Thessalonica and
immediately confessed and glorified our Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of
persecuting and executing Christians, he began to teach the Christian
Faith openly to the inhabitants of the city and to overthrow pagan
customs and idolatry. When Maximian learned that the newly-appointed
proconsul was a Christian, and that he had converted many Roman
subjects to Christianity, the rage of the emperor know no bounds.
Returning from a campaign in the Black Sea region, the emperor decided
to lead his army through Thessalonica, determined to massacre the
Christians.
Learning of this, St Demetrius ordered his faithful servant Lupus to
distribute his wealth to the poor saying, "Distribute my earthly riches
among them, for we shall seek heavenly riches for ourselves." He began
to
pray
and
fast,
preparing
himself
for
martyrdom.
When the emperor came into the city, he summoned Demetrius, who
boldly confessed himself a Christian and denounced the falsehood and

futility of Roman polytheism. Maximian gave orders to lock up the
confessor in prison. An angel appeared to him, comforting and
futility of Roman polytheism. Maximian gave orders to lock up the confessor in prison. An angel appeared to him, comforting and encouraging
encouraging
him.
him.
Meanwhile the emperor amused himself by staging games in the circus. His champion was a German by the name of Lyaeos. He
Meanwhile
theofemperor
amused
himself
by staging
in the
challenged Christians to wrestle with him on a platform built over the upturned
spears
the victorious
soldiers.
A brave
Christiangames
named Nestor
Hisbarbarian.
champion
was
German
byprayers
the name
of Lyaeos.
He
went to the prison to his advisor Demetrius and requested a blessing circus.
to fight the
With
theablessing
and
of Demetrius,
Nestor
prevailed over the fierce German and hurled him from the platform onto
the spears
of the soldiers,
just as
thehim
murderous
pagan would
have
challenged
Christians
to wrestle
with
on a platform
built over
done with the Christian. The enraged commander ordered the execution
of the holyspears
Martyr of
Nestor,
and sent asoldiers.
guard to A
thebrave
prisonChristian
to kill St
the upturned
the victorious
Demetrius.
named Nestor went to the prison to his advisor Demetrius and
At dawn on October 26, 306 soldiers appeared in the saint's underground
prison
and rantohim
through
with lances.With
His the
faithful
servant,
St
requested
a blessing
fight
the barbarian.
blessing
and
Lupus, gathered up the blood-soaked garment of St Demetrius, and he took the imperial ring from his finger, a symbol of his high status, and
prayers
of
Demetrius,
Nestor
prevailed
over
the
fierce
German
dipped it in the blood. With the ring and other holy things sanctified by the blood of St Demetrius, St Lupus began to heal the infirm. The
and hurled
from the
theanimals
spearstoofdevour,
the soldiers,
emperor issued orders to arrest and kill him. The body of the holy Great
Martyr him
Demetrius
wasplatform
cast out onto
for wild
but the
murderous pagan
done with
Christians
took
it
and
secretlyjust as the buried
it would have
in
the the Christian.
earth.
The
enraged
commander
ordered
the execution
of during
the holy
During the reign of St Constantine (306-337), a church was built
over
the grave
of St Demetrius.
A hundred
years later,
the
construction of a majestic new church on the old spot, the incorruptMartyr
relics of
the holy
martyr were
uncovered.
century
a
Nestor
(October
27) and
sent a Since
guardthe
to seventh
the prison
to kill
miraculous flow of fragrant myrrh has been found beneath the crypt ofStthe Great Martyr Demetrius, so he is called "the Myrrh-gusher."
Several
Demetrius.
times, those venerating the holy wonderworker tried to bring his holy relics, or a part of them, to Constantinople. Invariably, St Demetrius made
it
clear
that
he
would
not
permit
anyoneAt dawn
to
remove
portion
of
relics.
on
October even
26, 306a soldiers
appeared
inhisthe saint's
St Demetrius is regarded as a protector of the young, and is also invoked by those struggling with lustful temptations.

MAJOR

underground prison and ran him through with lances. His faithful
servant, St Lupus, gathered up the blood-soaked garment of St
Demetrius,
and he
took the imperial ring from his finger, a symbol
FEAST
DAYS IN
OCTOBER
of his high status, and dipped it in the blood. With the ring and
other holy things sanctified by the blood of St Demetrius, St
Lupus began to heal the infirm. The emperor issued orders to
arrest
and
kill
him.

The body of the holy Great Martyr Demetrius was cast out for
wild animals to devour, but the Christians took it and secretly
buried
it
in
the
earth.

Oct 01

Oct 01

Oct 18

The Protection of

St. John of Mr. Athos

St. Luke

The Theotokos

During the reign of St Constantine (306-337), a church was built
over the grave of St Demetrius. A hundred years later, during the
construction of a majestic new church on the old spot, the
incorrupt relics
of the holy martyr
uncovered. Oct
Since
Oct 23
Oct were
24
31 the
seventhSt.century
fragrant
myrrh
James, a
themiraculous
Iconflow
– TheofJoy
of
St. has
John been
found beneath the crypt of the Great Martyr Demetrius, so he is
All Who Sorrow
of Chicago
called Brother of the Lord "the
Myrrh-gusher."
Several times, those venerating the holy wonderworker tried to
bring his holy relics, or a part of them, to Constantinople.
Invariably, St Demetrius made it clear that he would not permit
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It knows no loss or waste. It does not fail. When we love, in our poor and human way, we participate with God. Indeed, we can know no real
love apart from Him, for where He is absent, where we are without this gift to know and give and receive in true and godly love, we may have
emotion or passion, even, but real love is beyond us. Love is, therefore, holy since is comes forth from God, and since it is from our great
God, it is also life, coming forth from Him Who is the Life. We then, like bankers trusting in an eternal interest rate, invest our lives in acts of
love, knowing with confidence that we shall be paid in full and more. What we claim with love, what we unite with God and with ourselves in
this deathless bond, cannot disappear. Thus, we are called to remember and to remember often and regularly on fortieth days, months,
years, and generations to come. This is the aim of our hymns and prayers: to remind and affirm to ourselves that God has made
imperishable what we now miss with tears and lamenting, to remind ourselves that our time will also come and that we may meet that time
with the joy of return.
In a few weeks, we will gather for one of those days that the Church has set aside for us to be attentive and mindful of this deep vein of
perfect love running between us all. We will come together on Saturday October 20 for a memorial Liturgy and remember by name all those
we can remember. Afterward, if we are so blessed as to have good weather, we will take a trip to Mt. Tomori to visit those who lie there and
proclaim life unending. If you can make it, come. Participate in these simple acts of immortality, these acts of memory and love.

Community News
By Linda Foundos

• Our deepest sympathy to the Voxhilla family on the tragic loss of their daughter Mariela on August 30th as the result of an auto
accident. Her untimely repose is a cause of great grief for her parents, Leonora & Nikollaq, her immediate family, her friends and
her community. Our thoughts, prayers & love go out to the family. I perjetshem kujtimi!
• Our parishioners have travelled far & wide this past summer. Some of the places are Myrtle Beach, Chicago, Niagra Falls, Jamaica,
Albania, Greece, Switzerland and Italy.
• We will celebrate the 100th anniversary of Albania’s independence on Sunday, November 18th with a luncheon in our Fellowship Hall.
• We send our heartfelt “Get Well Wishes” to: Viola Kallinikos, Diana Beno, Gloria Sawyer, Peter Panajoti and Enea Topore.

Ads from Merchants Who Support the Church
Please look at the Ads and support these Merchants by buying goods and services from them, whenever possible.

Help the Church get an Ad!!!
Please Contact - Tomi Beno at (917) 952-9252
Once you have identified a merchant who might be willing to place an Ad,
Tomi will provide you with additional information and the Ad form.
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Regency Hotel - Korca
Tel:
355.82.243867/8/9
www.regencyalbania.com
hregencyko@hotmail.com
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Bruni Electric
Frank Meta
37-24 24th Street,
Long Island City, NY 11101
Office: 718-729-0700 Cell: 917-662-1433
email: Metaeva@yahoo.com
Proprietor: Frank Meta

BENO GROUP, LLC
Real Estate Investments
Phone: (917) 952-9252
Fax:

Litras Funeral Home
Bernard F. Dowd and Tracy B. Dowd

83-15 Parsons Boulevard
Jamaica, New York 11434
718 658-4434

(516) 320- 8023

Email: tom@benogroup.net

The Orthodox Post

Page 10
Major Church Activities and Events

Ushers’ Schedule
for Sunday Services
Lista e sherbimit te dielave ne kishe

Vespers every Saturday at 5:00 p.m.
October 13, 20 and 27 (not on the 6th)

Oct 07:

Roland LLUPA / Edi SERA

Sun, Oct 07:

Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.

Oct 14:

Bill PETERS / Ilia LUKA

Wed, Oct 10:

Parish Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

Oct 21:

Ken GKIKA / Izzy TSAMBLAKOS

Sun, Oct 14:

Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.

Oct 28:

Tomi BENO / Ardian MILE

Sat, Oct 20:

Liturgy, 10:00 – Memorial Saturday
Visit to Mt. Tomori to follow

Nov 04:

Ilir FUNDO / Stefan BALTADORI

Sun, Oct 21:

Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.
Parish General Meeting to follow

Wed, Oct 24:

Prayers, 10:00 a.m; Theotokos the
Joy of All Who Sorrow

Fri, Oct 26:

Prayers, 10:00 a.m.; St. Demetrius

Sun, Oct 28:

Divine Liturgy, 10:00 a.m.

Sat & Sun, Nov 3 & 4:

Flea Market & Bake Sale

St. Nicholas Albanian Orthodox Church
181-14 Midland Parkway
Jamaica Estates, New York 11432

Customer Name
Street Address
City, State Zip Code

We’re on the Web!
Visit us at:

www.stnicholasalbanian.org

